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OM BETRAYAL TO CATASTROPHE 


' ia Other Editorials by KENNETH LESLIE 


E HAVE received many letters on our appraisal of Henry 
YY Wallace and his Third Party and on our general policy. 
regory Viastos, Professor of Philosophy at Queens University, 
a ada, member of our Editorial Advisory Board, writes as follows 
mncerning our general policy: 


ae For years THE PROTESTANT has taken a courageous and con- 

uctive attitude towards the Soviet Union. It has brought out 
tn and again the progressive and essentially Christian features 
the Russian revolution. But—unless I have missed something— 
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very beginning and hick shows no ‘Sides of getting better. 
but is, if anything, getting worse. 

“Now I feel that this point should be made clear to your veaderal 
beyond the shadow of a doubt. I do not mean that THE PROTESTANT 
should launch into anti-Russian diatribes. There are plenty of those, 
God knows, in the rest of the press. What is needed to-day is 
not further bludgeoning of the USSR, but honest, clear-headed 
understanding of it. We have to understand it as it is, not as it © 
ought to be, or as we might wish it to be. We must distinguish” 
between our wishes and the facts. ie. 

“The facts are that Soviet Russia has been a dictatorship from 
the very start, continues to be one, and shows no evidence of being 
converted to anything else in the foreseeable future. This political — 
dictatorship throws off poisons which corrupt and imperil a good ; 
many of the gains of its socialist economy. Those who believe — 
in democratic socialism should acknowledge that fact. If they do- 
not do so, they create the impression that their professed allegiance — 
to democracy is merely verbal. 

“The problem is aggravated by the confused and confusing at- 
titude of the Soviet leaders in this matter. Western criticisms of 
their political dictatorship they wave aside with the retort that 
their own system is “true” democracy. Instead of conceding that 
the one party system, the absence of habeas corpus for political 
offenders, etc. are at best temporary expedients, desperate measures 
forced upon them by external circumstances, they talk as if these 
things were perfectly normal and should give no offense to demo- 
cratic sentiment abroad. They show no evidence of uneasy con- 
science. They do not confess that. these things belong with the 
cultural back-log of Czarist Russia. They don’t put them down 
with the hang-overs from the dirty past which socialist progress 
is bound to clean up. They therefore thicken the semantic curtain 
that now divides East and West. 

“T have never had the slightest doubt about your own beliefs i 
this matter. Your criticism of the Western scene has been based 
squarely on your commitment to the ideals and methods of 
democracy, Your attacks have always /been directed to just those 
points of the American and European landscape which have been 
strongholds of undemocratic opinion and anti-democratic influence 

“All I am now suggesting is that you make this point explicit 
in your attitude to Soviet Russia; and this not by way of abating, 
but of strengthening, your campaign against World War III. Ou 
fight for peace will be hamstrung if it suggests to our opponents 
that it is based on illusions. We have to show that we face th 
truth, and the whole truth, about the USSR, as well as about o 


j 


% aes and heeehaes ene to preserve the peace. We don’t 
“start with the assumption that the Russian system is true 


_ democracy and ours phoney; but rather on the premise that two 


: very different systems, each with virtues and vices of its own, can 
~ and must get along for the sake of their COMMON interest in 
peace. We have to clean our own house, and the Russians must 
clean theirs. It is futile to take upon ourselves the job of cleaning 
the Russian house for them. It is no less futile to assume that the 
Russian house is perfectly clean, and that our house-cleaning must 
simply copy the Russian model.’ : 


' which we would take exception. Perhaps we need the rectification. 
“We have emphasized the good features of Russia because the pic- 
_ ture in the general press has been so vilely distorted. We have 
_ perhaps been blind to her faults because eight million of her people 

died to destroy fascism. There can be no doubt that the “dictator- 
' ship throws off poisons which corrupt and imperil a good many 
_of the gains of its socialist economy.” But without the dictator- 
ship it is certain that Hitler would have cut through Russia like 
a hot knife through butter and . . . what of the West if that had 


are more anti-Russian than pro- ale icprate We neal only from a 
_ democratic point of view. We stand for representative government, 
_ for the democratic way of majority rule and minority rights, in- 
- cluding the minority of one individual. 

aspirations. It is precisely because we loathe totalitarianism of 
any kind that we fight those Western policies which we believe 
accentuate and deepen totalitarian tendencies everywhere in the 
_ world, both in the East and in the West. 


We are glad. that Prof. Vlastos makes this statement because 


him to further that project. 


any endorsement (either explicitly or implicitly) of the Soviet 
system but entirely on the need for peace by both the USA and 


modus vivendi between the two planets into which our planet has 


split is a quest which compels the ardent effort of everybody with 
a grain of sense. 


at thy » 


E: There is very little if anything in Professor Vlastos’ letter to — 


When we criticize the West we do it as heirs of these Western 


he is concerned with peace. We will gladly go any distance with ~ 


We believe with Prof. Vlastos that world peace depends mot on 


the USSR not to mention the rest of the world. The quest fora __ 


_ The only object of war would be domination of the Russian © 
nalf by ee American half or vice versa. We believe either outcome — 
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would defeat its own cides A Russian wactory would be a defeat 
for communism. It would harden the power mould and set back 
the cause of Soviet democracy. 

But it is the American ruling class which is dizzy with power 
. today. It is Forrestal who holds in his hands Aladdin's Lamp. 

Two things make a solution barely possible here: (1) The 
military clique which runs this country fears that Russia may 
have the bomb. If they could only be sure she hasn’t the bomb, 
or something equally horrible, their sense of power—bursting as 
it is—might drive them berserk as sometimes it appears about to 
do. (2) Fear of the conscience of our people. This last fear in- — 
creases as Wallace’s Third Party popularity grows swiftly through- Re 
out the country. 

Now we must refer to a danger so utterly horrible that we : blush 
even to mention it. It is that those in power in Washington today ~ 
may use the international situation to retain power. They may ex- 
acerbate the relations between this country and Russia to the 
point of war and then actually precipitate the war itself by some 
overt act which can be easily arranged. 


The Soviet Union and the Free Conscience of the West 


As happened after Munich the Soviet Union appears to be ex- 

hibiting symptoms of the general terror which grips the world. 
. The Nazi spearhead, sharpened and weighted by American indus- — 
trial and financial power, launched at the Soviet Union by the 
political chicanery of Chamberlain and Daladier, was slowed down 
by the Nazi-Soviet non-aggression pact and later broken by the ~ 
armed citizenry of the Soviet Union. At that time the free con- 
science of the West played its part and was sufficiently strong 
to prevent fascism from maturing in the United States and the 
British commonwealth. 

If that free conscience had not been active, I believe the Soviet 
Union would not have survived, and without the strength and valor 
of the Soviet Union the free conscience of the West would not 
have survived. 

The Soviet Union and the free conscience of the West are 
destined to live together or die together, Even in the last struggle 
in which they fought together and survived together it must be © 
recognized that the free conscience was so diluted by cartel and ec- 
clesiastical interests and by general all-round human cussedness _ 
(in which we all partake—salute St. Paul and St. Augustine!) that, — 
even in the midst of the valiant fight preparations were made and 
foundations were laid for the now imminent aggressive war on 
the Soviet Union by the West. These preparations continued at 
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San Francisco with the admission of Argentina to the United 
‘Nations right up. to the present press-radio induced war hysteria. 
No one can be sure when or even if Russia will move toward 
We tiocretic socialism or even toward true communism. As Dr. 
_ Viastos says, the limiting factors internally are the heritage 
| of bureaucratic habit from Czarist days about which Lenin com- 
“Town bitterly, the fact that political democracy has never been 


he 


_known to the Russian people, the fact that it is quicker to tell 
people than to persuade them, and once more the fact of general 
all-round human cussedness. The positive factor is the Russian 
| determination to make a new civilization of brotherliness, joy, and 
| creative peace. 
cE It is the external factors however which conspire to make Russia 
arder and tougher and more suspicious, to make her fasten a 
E firm: grip upon her satellite states and get herself set for the war 
| which has been openly proclaimed against her by the strongest, 
ig most callous, most ruthless power in history, the United States 
of America, where beneath the genuine good nature of its non- 
political populace, gleams the cold steel of a military state. 
The editor and everybody connected with THE PROTESTANT hates 
‘dictatorship of any kind, but perhaps fanatically, perhaps foolishly, 
we do not believe on the evidence presented that Russia has yet 
abandoned Lenin’s dream of democratic communism. The fact is 
that Russia has at various times moved toward politieal democracy 
‘when the pressure of hostile encirclement has relaxed. When, as 
= that encirclement has tightened into a deadly embrace we 


must expect to see, what we now do see, a movement away from 
democracy towards martial law and a state of siege. 


They Fear the People ‘ 


Concerning our stand for Wallace a European scholar writes: 

“T want to express to you my deep gratitude for your splendid 
- analysis of the alternative: Wallace or War. There is no wavering, 
not a bit of self-deceit in your clear-cut statements; it’s the truth 
and nothing but the truth. All around weak and strong knees 
_ tremble, as I saw it in Germany and later in France with my own — 
eyes. Your courage strengthens the courage of your readers. 
_ “There was a man in Europe, heroic and clear-sighted as you are: 
- Leonhard Ragaz. He is dead. His next of kin and his most intimate 
friends have deviated from his truth and have chosen the ‘wide 
| gate and the broad way that leadeth to destruction.’ We who have 
remained faithful to him ery in vain for his words of wisdom and 
truth and for his guidance. But we are happy to know in this 
untry men and women who did not sell themselves to the devil.” 


decent people he knew, to the people he would visit of an evening . 


This sensitive Beropaag knows whist fascism: is, tite insidiously 
it takes hold of unsuspecting innocents. He saw it come to the 


for a game of cards. 

The candidacy of Henry Wallace is no mere political movement. 
It'is a spiritual earthquake. It is the American Revolution reborn, 
new and shining. ee 

The alternative to Wallace is war. It is catastrophe. That is 
why Truman fears Wallace. It is the wrath of the people he fears. 
For the people turn to Wallace as their only hope to save them — 
from the degradation of falling heir to the role of the New World 
Nazis. 


TAFT SUBVERTS WAR 


CCORDING to Senator Robert A. Taft, the well-known Com- — 
munist leader, Russia is only consolidating the sphere of in- 4 
fluence that was awarded her by the Yalta agreement. He said — 
Russia “dominated” Czechoslovakia since before the war and the © 
latest move of the Communists in that country was just a “‘consoli- — 
dation” tactic. a 
He said, “If the Communists wim the election in Italy, what can | 
we do? That’s no military move.” He believes that en world situa-_ 4 
tion is “still a war of influence, not a military war.” - : 4 
These are steadying words at a time when, if even a quarter of — 
what we hear is true, we stand in ‘dire need of a steady hand on — 
the wheel of state. q 
James (Roosevelt-done-me-wrong) Farley will have none of this — 
kind of subversive talk, however. An-election is okay only if the 
right people win. ‘ 
_ Jim says that the Italian people are Catholic and hate Commun- ~ 
ism. The only trouble is the Communists know how to organize! He © 
says that his intimate friend, the Pope, who keeps out of politics 
of course, has thrown his great influence against the Communists, — 
so likely they won’t win. If they do . . . well, we can’t sit by and 
watch Christianity go down... we must take “action.” 
Jimmy Byrnes also wants “action.” So do an awful lot of other 
people. : 
Walter Lippmann says we are already beyond the cold war stage 
and in the preparatory stages of a military struggle. He is almost a 
honest enough to say that all Russia is doing is mending her own 
fences while we are knocking the pickets out of said fences. He 
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roe defense. “Finland is the key . .. to all the northern ap- 
aches to Russia.” Finland and Czechoslovakia and Turkey, “all 
three must be held securely to defend Russian territory .. .” 


urkey? The U. S. is in Turkey. It is as if Russia were in Mewiasi 
According to Drew Pearson, President Truman has given Am- 
assador Dunn the authority to order the American fleet into Italian 
arbors and American Marines ashore in Italy without special per- 
ission from Washington. 

This means that James Dunn, follower of the Vatican line, is in 
a position to involve the American people in a war to subvert the 
will of the Italian majority if that majority votes or seems about 
vote for the parties of Nenni and Togliatti. Why don’t we just 
mand that these parties be outlawed before the election takes — 


‘That is what Hitler did, It is honest anyway. 

Or could we perhaps listen to the quieting words of the arch- 
mservative Taft who apparently agrees with Wallace that this 
/war talk is sheer lunacy. 


MASARYK'S FOREBODING 


N SEPTEMBER 20, 1947, at Flushing Meadow (General As- 
sembly) just after Masaryk’s speech, an official of the U. N. 
nched with him. Here is a record of what Masaryk had to say: 
I am an old-fashioned liberal. I feel my liberalism is out of date 
ut I can’t change. In Czechoslovakia we shall never forget the 
lesson of Munich. France and England not only betrayed Czecho- 
lovakia but they added infamy to treachery. Daladier even re- 
fused Benes asylum in France as a political exile. The French gov- 
| Saeed attacked him as a freemason and war-monger, 
Russia to the Czechoslovaks means everything. Our Czechs wor- 
hip Russia. You have no idea what deep respect and feeling they 
ave for Russia. I myself am a man of Western culture. I lived 
broad the great part of my life in the United States and England, 
ut an average Czech has the same feeling towards Russia as for~ 
is own country. It is his fatherland, and any policy that would 
ivide the two would be bound to fail. 
_ The doctrine of Mr. Truman is a crime against humanity. This 
doctrine puts us in a terrible dilemma but no respectable Czecho- 
slovak statesman could turn against Russia and go with the West. 
The policy of the State Department towards Germany can only 
fortify our determination to make a strong alliance with Russia (he 
ways said Russia—never used the:term Soviet Union). 
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Unfortunately the State Department continues its policy without 
respecting any of the rules of international diplomacy. I am sur- 
rounded by foreign observers in my own diplomatic service. They 
prefer to serve their class and not the Czechoslovak nation. They 
report to our Western friends every step I make. But I will con- 
tinue to the end on my present road. 

The State Department pushes Czechoslovakia onto the road of 
internal violence. We need the national union which was created 
during the war and which continues today. It is this union that 
American diplomacy is trying to break from the outside. This 
makes the situation of Czechoslovak democrats quite impossible in 
the country. It will undermine Anglo-Saxon influence and in my 
opinion is quite unfortunate. We Czechs feel that our former 
Western allies turn more and more to the side of the former German — 
Nazis. There is not one single Czech patriot who can accept this — 
policy without completely ruining his political life in Czechoslovakia. © 

The Vatican is very active in this enterprise of building Germany 
against Czechoslovakia. We have proof that during the war the 
_ Vatican tried to bring the U. S. and the German reactionaries to-— 
gether to turn the front against Russia. If this had succeeded it | 
would have been our finish. I will continue my present work not- — 
. withstanding all opposition from the West to my endeavors. 

A pulitical man has to know when to quit. 

I stick to my present post because I believe that I am the only 
one who might possibly succeed. But if the West continues to sabo- 
tage my policy I will abandon politics. 

The result of this Western policy .will be to deepen and widen 
the gulf between my country and the West. 

Sometimes I wonder whether this policy is just stupid or the 
considered plan of evil men. 

These forces are apparently in a hurry because the economic situ- 
ation of my country improves unbelievably and they know that the 
whole world will see this in the very near future. ; 


SMOKE OUT PALESTINE'S ENEMY 


F PALESTINE is lost the United Nations will be lost and the 

U. S: A. will be responsible. Not Britain. Lay off.Britain. She has 
been the whipping boy long enough for American Palestinian 
“Datriots” who dare not look the real enemy in the eye. 

American Big Business, egged on and pushed by its partner and 
ally, political Christendom, is sabotaging the UN. That is why 
UNRRA was killed. That is why the unilateral Truman Doctrine 
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vas launched. That is why a Roman Catholic European Union is 
veing set up by the U.S. A. and her satellite, Britain, without con- 
ulting the UN. That is why the Palestine decision of the UN is 
eing sat on and “consulted’”’ to death. 

When that decision breathes its last there will be little if any 
ife left in the UN. Not Arab, but State Department chiefs are mak- 
ng the decisions which frustrate the Zionist dream. The battle for 
fewish surviva) either in Palestine or anywhere else in the world 
as always been and always will be a battle within the heart of 
yolitical Christendom. The enemies of Jewish life are those Chris- 
jans who misinterpret the mind of Jesus to exclude the Jew first 
‘rom the normal pursuits of life and then from life itself. 

_It is for this reason that THE PROTESTANT has fought anti-Semit- 
sm as a Christian sin, that is, as a sin against Christ and against 
he democratic spirit and way of life. THE PROTESTANT has insisted 
hat the reluctance of the great powers to establish and protect a 
jewish State in Palestine was only secondarily due to the struggle 
for oil. Empires have never been at a loss for excuses to enter 
yackward areas in search of raw materials. Certainly atom wielding 
owers with all the gold in the world at their disposal would scarcely 
ye at-a loss to deal with a few Arab chieftains on horseback. 

_ It is time the real enemies of a Jewish Palestine were smoked out 
yf their hiding places in the State Department and in the Foreign 
ffice. These agents of an anachronistic church. state whose breath © 
s lies and whose blood brews crime work by nature in’ the dark. 
Their counter-parts in Europe murdered six million innocents. To 
jay it was a “madman” is to repeat their lies. Was he a “madman” 
when they took him up? Was it not a political priest who taught 
he young “madman” to hate Jews? Was it not a political priest who 
assisted in the writing of ‘‘“Mein Kampf”? Was it not another such 
who gave the go-sign to the whole dirty enterprise of Hitler? It 
sertainly was. Was he ever excommunicated or even threatened with 
xcommunication? He was not. 

Did not the scourge of fascism rise under the patronage of the 
olitical Christian church? Is not a new fascism right now being 
Srepared in Western Europe under the same auspices? American 
yolitical Christendom under Spellman and Dulles is cooking another 
Hitler-brew. Once more we warn the American Jew. We hope some 
jay he will listen and learn that the struggle of the Jew for survival 
in Palestine, or here, or anywhere, is wrapt up in and cannot be 
separated from the struggle of democracy against theocratic plutoc- 
racy. 

It is against the utterly fatal maleficence of political Christianity 
pat we have organized a group of pioneering Christian ministers 
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within the church to cut out the cancer of anti-Semitism from the 
body of Christendom. . 

Untit now most people have been slow to see the necessity for 
this operation. They prefer goodwill. So do we, but not toward 
cancers. Surely today as the pattern of neo-fascism unfolds before 
our very eyes there can be no longer any doubt that the performance 
of this operation is a rockbottom necessity if Western civilization 
is to survive. 


Gildersleeve Committee Pleases Arabs 

A new committee has been formed by Virginia Gildersleeve 
headed by Henry Sloane Coffin, ex-president of Union Theological 
Seminary, and tailed by Morris Lazaron, one of the choicer spirits 
of the National Conference of Christians and Jews. The Gildersleeve 
Committee wants to re-assay the whole Palestine question, get it 
back into the discussion stage, on the shelf. Cecil Hourani, the 
Secretary of the Arab Office, Washington, D. C., writing to the 
Herald-Tribune, is immensely pleased. 


A Revolting Transaction 

Throw this in the same pigeon-hole: Standard Oil of New Jersey 
gives the Near East College Association $50,000.00. John Foster 
Dulles’ brother Allen, president of N.E.C.A., received with the 
money a letter from John R. Suman, vice-president of Standard Oil, 
saying, “This company has observed, for many years, the work car- 
ried on by the Near East Colleges, and especially by the American 
University of Beirut. While this work has been of broad benefit to 
all people, we feel that it has been of particular benefit to American 
concerns such as our own, who have large and growing investments 
in this area of the world.” 

Oh yes, oil mixes better with political Christendom than with 
Zionist aspirations. Political Christendom is case-hardened power 
politics. It inherited all the tricks of imperial Rome, and improved 
on them. It used Franco and Mussolini and Hitler and Hirohito. It 
is now corrupting America and using America as its tool. | 

So there cannot be any doubt about whether it’s oil or it isn’t oil 
which is frustrating Zion. Of course it’s oil. But who is using the 
oil? Who is manipulating these economic forces? That’s the ques- 
tion. And it is easily answered. 


SUPREME COURT RESCUES EDUCATION 


HE Chicago Action Council, a group of forward-looking young 
Chicago businessmen, merits the gratitude-of the entire country 
for initiating and carrying through with the help of other agencies 


e 


uch as the Baptist Joint Conference Committee on Public Rela- 
ions and all the major Jewish welfare groups the fight for educa- 
ional freedom which finally has resulted in a momentous Supreme 
‘ourt decision. 

The story cannot be better told than in the text of the decision 
self : 

“Tn 1940 interested members of the Jewish, Roman Catholic and 
few of the Protestant faiths formed a voluntary association called 
he Champaign Council on Religious Education. They obtained .per- 
lission from the Board of Education to offer classes in religious 
istruction to public school pupils in grades four to nine inclusive. 
“Classes were made up of pupils whose parents signed printed 
ards requesting that their children be permitted to attend; they 


ere held weekly, thirty minutes for the lower grades, forty-five 


linutes for the higher. The council employed the religious teachers 
{t no expense to the school authorities, but the instructors were 
ibject to the approval and supervision of the superintendent of 
schools. ' 

“The classes were taught in three separate religious groups by 
rotestant teachers, Catholic priests and Jewish rabbis, although 
yr the past several years there have been apparently no classes 
istructed in the Jewish religion. Classes were conducted in the 
egular classrooms of the school building. Students who did not 
hoose to take the religious instruction were not released from 
ublic school duties; they were required to leave their classrooms 
nd go to some other place in the school building for pursuit of 
1eir secular studies. On the other hand, students who were re- 
ased from secular study for the religious instructions were re- 


uired to be present at the religious classes. Reports of their 


resence or absence were to be made to their secular teachers. 

“The foregoing facts, without reference to others that appear in 
ie record, show the use of tax-supported property for religious 
istructioh and the close co-operation between the school authorities 
nd the religious council in promoting religious education. The 
peration of the state’s compulsory education system thus assists 
nd is integrated with the program of religious instruction carried 
n by separate religious sects. Pupils compelled by law to go to 
‘hool for secular education are released 'in part from their legal 
uty upon the condition that they attend the religious classes. This 
, beyond all question a utilization of the tax-established and tax- 
ipported public school system to aid religious, groups to spread 
1eir faith. And it falls squarely under the ban of the First Amend- 
ent (made applicable to the states by the Fourteenth) as we 
iterpreted it in Everson v. Board of Education (330 U. S. 13.) 


_ First Amendment’s guaranty of the free exercise of religion. For 
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“There we said: ‘neither a state nor the Federal government car 
set up a church. Neither can pass laws which aid one religion, aic 
all religions, or prefer one religion over another. Neither can force 
or influence a person to go to or to remain away from churck 
against his will or force him to profess a belief or disbelief in any 
religion. No person can be punished for entertaining or for profess. 
ing religious beliefs or disbeliefs, for church attendance or non- 
attendance. No tax in any amount, large or small, can be levied 
to support any religious activities or institutions, whatever they 
may be called, or whatever form they may adopt to teach or practice 
religion. 

“‘Neither a state nor the Federal government can, openly o1 
secretly, participate in the affairs of any religious organizations 
or groups, and vice versa. In the words of Jefferson, the clausé 
against establishment of religion by law was intended to erect 
a wall of separation between church and state.’ (Id. at 15-16). 
The majority in the Everson case, and the minority as shown by 
quotations from the dissenting views in our notes 6 and 7, agreed 
that the First Amendment’s language, properly interpreted, had 
erected a wall-of separation between church and state. They dis- 
agreed as to the facts shown by the record and as to the proper 


application of the first amendment’s language to those facts. 


Historical Argument 


“Recognizing that the Illinois program is barred by the First 
and Fourteenth Amendments if we adhere to the views expressed 
both by the majority and the minority in the Everson case, counsel 
for the respondents challenge those views as dicta and urge that 
we reconsider and repudiate them. They argue that historically the 
First Amendment was intended to forbid only government pre- 
ference of one religion over another, not an impartial governmental 
assistance of all religions. In addition they ask that we distinguish 
or over-rule our holding in the Everson case that the Fourteenth 
Amendment made the ‘establishment of) religion’ clause of the First 
Amendment applicable as a prohibition against the states. After 
giving full consideration to the arguments peceantes we are mene 
to accept either of these contentions. 

“To hold that a state cannot consistently with the First a 
Fourteenth Amendments utilize its public system to aid any or all 
religious faiths or sects in the dissemination of their doctrines and 
ideals does not, as counsel urge, manifest a governmental hostility 
to religion or religious teachings. A manifestation of such hostility 
would be at war with our national tradition as embodied in the 
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‘he First Amendment rests upon the premise that both religion 
and government can best work to achieve their lofty aims if each 
's left free from the other within its respective sphere. Or, as we 
said in the Everson case, the First Amendment has erected a wall 
yetween Church and State which must be kept high and impregna- 
ne. 

| “Here not only are the state’s tax-supported public school build- 
ings used for the dissemination of religious doctrines. The state 
also affords sectarian groups an invaluable aid in that it helps to 
provide pupils for their religious classes through use of the state’s 
compulsory public school machinery. This is not separation of 
Church and State. $ 

“The cause is reversed and remanded to the State Supreme Court 
for proceedings not inconsistent with this opinion.” 

| We could not ask for a better statement of the case. : 


A MARXIST LOOKS AT OUR CULTURE 


Culture in a Changing World by V. J. Jerome, New Cenutry .Pub- 
lishers, 94 pp. 

_ Y. J. Jerome is astern Marxist ae) writes like a poet. He doesn’t 
fool around, but plunges straight into his subject. Capitalism is 
rotten. It is falling to pieces all over the earth. America is its last 
axhibit. Under capitalism culture is commercialized and faked. So 
when democracy as now is under attack true culture will defend 
it while fake culture will eat at the table of its enemies. 

_ Fake culture includes philosophies, pragmatism and other irra- 
tional creeds,, reflected in escapist literature and drama. _ 


_ The reviewer, approaching the present cultural scene from the 2 


point of view of a follower of Jesus, agrees with most of the judg- 
ments, both general and particular of this Marxist scholar. 

One point of difference. The pickle of snobbery and occultism 
and obscurantism and irrationalism in which a dying capitalism 
preserves itself should not be confused with faith. Obscurantism is 
not mysticism. Magic is not Paieeen: Credulity is not faith. What 
pigeonhole will you put your “radiance of progressive ideas” into, 
Mr. Jerome? Jerome abominates the negative false mysticism of 
Eliot, Heard, Huxley, Isherwood. So do we. But what of Jesus and 
Francis? 

The difference here may be largely one of language. But Jerome 
must find a word for those whose “strength for sustained struggle” 
is not based on a mathematical certainty of victory but on a con- 
pene that a man Sods his manhood in the struggle, that history 


finds its meaning in the struggle. In fact he has found a word. It i 
a good one: “heaven-stormers.” Find the category to which thi 
word belongs and we shall be on our way to a meeting of minds. 
_ With Jerome we repudiate as complete illusion Sartre’s “man i 
: nothing else but what he himself makes of himself,” and agree be 
eS the unintegrated man becomes the disintegrated man. 
; Jerome throws a scorching light on the “narcotic culture” of ow: 
ee and popular literature. His comparison between our whit 
racism and Nazism is shocking and just: “The Nazi Brute pro 
claimed that it was Man, and the rest of mankind brute. In it 
_ white-supremacy form, the brute-cult would force upon us a con 
_ ception which creates an image of the Negro that puts him beyonce 
_ the pale of humanity.” He documents his indictment in detail. He 
___ is passionately indignant. He has moral fire. z 
= Important for non-Communist readers is his warning agains 
__sectarians. We are personally grateful for this warning, for wi 
= have felt the teeth of the over-zealous partisan more than once. Ws 
s long waited for this larger wisdom. He quotes the Jesuit poe 
Gerard Manley Hopkins who called himself a Communist, not te 
laugh him to scorn but to hint a kinship presently unimagined 
- Jerome must wonder what Hopkins would say today as in “Italy 
Communists are holding Mass. Gardinal Schuster to the contrary 
- the whole nineteen centuries of popes and philosophers to the con 
trary, the people can’t see where Jesus has any quarrel with thei: 
revolution. They can’t see why Jesus isn’t on their side in the revo 
a lution. People are so unphilosophical. 
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—A letter from the Rev. Erwin A. Gaede, 
pastor of the Pilgrim Congregational 
‘Church, Madison, Wisconsin to the Rev. Ray 
Gibbons, The Council for Social Action 
289 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


HAVE your recent mailings calling upon Congregational-Chris- 
1 tian ministers for vigorous action in support of the European 
| Recovery Program (Marshall Plan). 
' On a postcard which you mailed, I find the following very in- 
teresting: “John Foster Dulles, upon return from the London Con- 
| ference of Foreign Ministers said to a group of church leaders that 
| recovery or chaos, peace or war depended upon the success of the 
European Recovery Program. The spirit and motivation of this 
program depend upon the churches.” 

I find the statement interesting because it can be fairly assumed 
| that the idea of mobilizing the churches behind the Marshall Plan 
| did not come from the rank and file clergymen in the Protestant 
| churches. In all possibility it came from Mr. Dulles through the 
' Federal Council to your office. 

p Now in regard to Mr. Dulles. May I remind you from the en- 
t closed clipping of The Chicago Sun, that a two to one majori- 
_ty of the Congregational-Christian ministers and laymen of the 
: Chicago Congregational Association have already repudiated the 


| leadership of John Foster Dulles and have asked for his resignation 


' from the Commission on a Just and Durable Peace. We felt that 


his speeches and articles had expressed “such positive misgivings 


' of the purpose and good faith of the Soviet Union as to create at- 
_ titudes in the minds of the American people which the Social Ac- 
tion Conference feels are not compatible with the purposes of the 

-_ Commission on a Just and Durable Peace’. 

7 Are you not aware of the fact that Sullivan & Cromwell, of 

which Mr. Dulles is a senior partner, were the attorneys for the 

es. Henry Schroder Banking Corporation of New York and the 

"Schroder Trust Company of New York? Mr. Dulles may defend 

those corporations as “reputable” banking houses, but that does not 

dispute their very close connection with the rise of Hitler’s fascism 
in Germany. 

Are you not aware of the following indictment of Mr. Dulles 

found in Drew Pearson’s Washington Merry-Go-Round of Septem- 

ber 26, 1944: 
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“It was also because of previous legal connections in Germany 
that Dulles condoned the activity of the famous Dr. Gerhardt 


- Westrich, whom Hitler sent to New York in 1940 after the war 


started to arrange deals with Wall Street. One of those willing 
to do business with him, Capt. Torkild Rieber, was forced to re- 
sign as head of the Texas Co. because of the public clamor. i 
“Dulles, however, explaining that Westrich had represented — 
Sullivan & Cromwell in Germany some years before, contended, 
I don’t believe he has done anything wrong, I knew him in the 
old days and I had a high regard for his integrity.’ ” 

You will be interested to know that just one month before Pearl 
Harbor, on November 5, 1941, the records of America First credit 
a contribution of $500.00 from John Foster Dulles. His law firm 
incorporated the New York Chapter of America First, and when 
queried about it, Mr. Dulles replied: “No one who knows me and 
what I have done and stood for consistently over 37 years of active 
life could reasonably think that I could be an isolationist or “Ameri- 
ca Firster’ in deed or spirit”. 

“The most recent fact relating to Mr. Dulles and the cartels is 
a report of civil action being taken by the Anti-Trust Division of 
the Justice Department against International Nickel Co., Inc., which 
mentioned John Foster Dulles as a director of International Nickel. 
‘The company was charged with world wide price fixing through 
cartel arrangements with two French Companies and with I. G. 
Farben of Germany.’ The deal with I. G. Farben is claimed to have 
aided German rearmament by assuring the Nazis a steady supply of 
Nickel in the years prior to World War II. International Nickel is 
noted, for its monopolistic nature.” (THE PROTESTANT June- 
July 1946) > 

The matter that concerns me, Mr. Gibbons, is that you should 
echo the words and thinking of John Foster Dulles. How can you 
deny that he speaks for monopoly capitalism and the cartels? In 
fact he is an agent for monopoly and cartel. Must you tie the Con- 
gregational-Christian churches to an economic system that has 
destroyed free enterprise and competition? Must you collaborate 
with an economic system that now goes forth to fix the prices and 
divide up the markets of the world? Do you really believe that the 
humble carpenter of Nazareth would congratulate you and the 
Federal Council in your work with Mr. Dulles? 

Remember, Chicago Congregationalism has repudiated the ear 
ership of Mr. Dulles in no uncertain terms. I doubt if it would be 
wise for you to ignore the sentiments of that segment of Congre- 
gationalism. 

All of what I have written is only preparatory to what I have e yet 
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to say about your support of the Marshall Plan. It is inconceivable 
to me that you should lend your office to an economic program that 
ts political in purpose and that no one can deny is political in pur- 
pose. 
| Mr. Drew Pearson and other columnists have been boasting very 
openly that the Marshall Plan is the best obstacle yet to the spread 
of communism in Europe. The testimony of Mr. Ronald Bridges 
before the Foreign Relations Committee clearly reveals that he too 
favors the Marshall Plan for political purposes when he says: ‘“‘We 
are confronted with a fearful threat to democracy .. .” The threat 
to democracy is stated very clearly: “Communism can be forced on 
people too weak to resist it . . . communism can be finagled, man- 
oeuvered, imposed by coups.” When in the booklet on the Marshall 
Plan which you circulated we are given the warning that: “Our 
aid must not be too little, or too late’, are we to infer that a 
thousand or a hundred thousand people will starve to death? Not at 
all. The Marshall Plan is not a plan of relief for impoverished 
people in Europe. “The Marshall Plan is designed to complete the 
job of substituting a permanent recovery program for piece-meal 
‘relief. Self-supporting, economically healthy nations will not need 
relief.” 

The Marshall Plan is a plan whereby the United States with its 

vast resources of wealth will invest in the industrial economy of 
‘Western Europe. In so doing it will consolidate the political and 
economic life of those 16 nations in order to keep their tradé rather 
than permit it to go to the Soviet Union or the Balkan States. With - 
huge finances pouring into Western Europe, the right of economic 
and political self-determination will be taken from the people of 
Western Europe. ¢ * 
_ When General Marshall appeared before the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee he no longer represented the Marshall Plan pri- 
marily as a plan for the economic reconstruction of Europe, but as 
a means by which to defend American security. Just 24 hours be- 
fore his appearance before the Senate Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee, a story, State Department-inspired, was released that the Mar- 
shall Plan would produce miraculous results. The Scripps-Howard 
papers carried scare headlines to the effect: “French-Italian Reds 
plot midsummer blows.”’ Sumner Welles wrote an article in which he 
urged Congress to warn the Kremlin that the United States might 
use force in Europe. Then Admiral Nimitz declared that American 
flat-tops would be able to carry atom bombs .. . 

In the midst of those atom bomb threats and war hysteria, Mr. 
Gibbons, you calmly advise our churches that “The spirit and mo- 
tivation of this program depend upon the churches!” 
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How utterly presumptuous are your high-sounding words anv 
those of the Federal Council’s statement that: “The United State: 
must be jealously on guard against imposing, or appearing to im 
pose, conditions in the granting of foreign aid which would seem t« 
threaten the political independence of the nations of Europe, o7 
their right to choose their own way of Jife.. .” | 

As Chairman of our Council for Social Action, you ought to be 
in a position to know who the makers of American Foreign policy 
really are. You ought to be aware of the frightening degree tc 
which Wall Street and the Military have invaded and taken over 
the formation and the implementation of American foreign policy. 
In this connection, I commend to your study a pamphlet, “The Mili- 
tarization of America”, by Albert Einstein and others. But permit 
me to quote several passages: 

“The United States News of March 21, 1947 described the mili- 
tary men in government positions as follows: ‘Never before have 
the Army and Navy been so powerfully placed in government 
controls. And never before has the United States adopted so 
stern a foreign policy.’ The U. S. News added, in speaking about 
these military men, ‘The group as a whole have been operating as 
as a team.’ 

“The State Department itself is coming more and more under 
military control. When General John. H. Hilldring was made ‘an 
assistant secretary of state according to the New York Times 
of May 8, 1947, ‘He brought with him to the State Department 
twenty-six of his assistants in the War Department.’ When Gen- 
eral Hilldring resigned, General Charles Saltzman, Vice President 
and Secretary of the New York Stock Exchange took his place. 

“The Army itself is of course aware of its new power. The 
Army and Navy Bulletin of January 18, 1947 stated: Today the 
Army has virtual control of foreign affairs. Commencing on the 
home front with General Marshall as Secretary of State, and his 
Assistant Secretary of State (for occupied areas) Maj. Gen. 
John H. Hilldring who directs the military commanders control- 
ling our foreign policy in occupied Europe and China, the chain 
of control in diplomatic hot spots both in the execution of basic 
policy and in the formulation of ad hoc arrangements, lies al- 
most totally in the hands of the military authorities.” 

Now if the Marshall Plan isn’t the kernel of American foreign 
policy in Europe, then America has no foreign policy. General Mar- 
shall’s statement before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
was its frank admission that the Marshall plan is the foreign policy 
of the United States. The Marshall Plan as it is evolving, is a 


. plan to bring the total economic and political life of Western Europe 
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under American monopoly capitalism and held there by military 
_ force if necessary, such as in Greece and Turkey. Western Europe 
- will then be a colony of America. If America goes down in an 
_ economic depression, Western Europe will go down with it . . 
Dr. Frederick L. Schuman, an outstanding scholar and authority 
_ on current affairs, stated before the Chicago Council of Foreign 
- Relations on October 3rd, 1947: ‘The great crisis lies in the future. 
Some time in 1948, or 1949 at the latest, that crisis will come. It . 

| will come with the convergence, or arrival in series, of three events - 
_ which are now as inevitable as human events can be. The first is 
the bankruptcy of the Truman Doctrine. The second is the failure 
of the Marshall Plan. The third is the coming of the American ~ 

- Depression.” 

Already the propaganda forces in this country have declared 
_ that the reason the French workers went on a strike was to nullify: 
any advances the Marshall Plan might make in France. That type | 
_ of propaganda will continue. And with you and the Federal Council 
wrapping a Christian halo around the Marshall Plan, the stage 
is set for the characterization of any strikes for increased wages 
to offset the inflationary spiral as “un-Christian”, “communistic’”. 
As a Congregational minister, I have a right to be concerned ae 
- about the future of Protestantism here and abroad. When you as. 
Chairman of our Council for Social Action begin to moBilize 


ing yourself with the ultra-reactionary economic and military 
interests in America, but you are attempting to use the churches 


prostitution of Protestantism. This is what Kenneth Leslie, editor 
of THE PROTESTANT, has called “The Great Betrayal of Pro-— 
testantism”. You are asking the Congregational-Christian churches 

to throw the weight of their moral power and prestige behind a 

plan that will create and sustain a separate Western Germany and 

divide Europe into two hostile camps on the brink of war. Clearly 

- you do not want one world. You want a divided world. : 
, The Marshall Plan circumvents the United Nations just as does 
the Truman Doctrine. Why should we expect otherwise? There 
has been no change in our foreign policy. Those'who create and 
execute these plans are the same people with the same interests: 
Europe needs reconstruction there is no doubt about that, but 
why is it that you as a Christian, presumably concerned that the 
United Nations should be used and should function, now follow 
_ the reactionary economic and military advocates of unilateral 
action? Why is not the Economic Commission of the United Na- 


_ the churches behind the Marshall Plan, you are not only identify- - = 


_ to give moral and spiritual sanction to such a program. This is. ee 


ions used for so gigantic a task, regardless of how much money e 
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and .supplies the United States needs to supply. Your statement 


that “The E. R. P. should give encouragement to the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe and other United Nations - 
agencies . . .” is like locking the door after the horse has been 
stolen. 

If you are anxious to mobilize the churches in the country, why 
don’t you urge them to strengthen the United Nations by asking, 
the United States to cease acting unilaterally and to work for the 
reconstruction of Europe through the ‘United Nations. That I 
assure you would be a far different course of action from the one 
you urge. 

If the churches are to be mobilized, why are they not mobilized 
to petition the United Nations to secure progressive disarmament — 
of all nations, and that the United States which is the most power- 
ful nation, take the lead by ceasing its manufacturing of atom 
bombs, and reducing its extravagant expenditures on implements 
of war. 

When thousands of men are - being killed with American bul- 


_ lets and bayonets in China, Greece, Indonesia and elsewhere I 


hear no protest from you, Mr. Gibbons. But when our makers of 
American foreign policy seek to bring that same strife to Western 
Europe, you put on the biggest propaganda campaign that has 
ever*emanated from your office. 

If my reading of the Old Testament is correct, I am sure that 
God has always been on the side of the defenseless, the poor, the 
oppressed. God was not with Pharoah the king, but with Moses. 


_ God was with Amos, Hosea and Jeremiah. If my reading of the _ 


New Testament is correct, I am sure that God was with Jesus, 
the humble carpenter of Nazareth. I am sure the entrenched 
political and economic interests of his day were out after him— 
and they got him. 

Let me assure you, Mr. Gibbons, I do not write this lengthy 
letter with any sense of joy. It is only with a deep sense of regret 
and shame that I see our churches becoming the moral arm of 
a nation hell-bent for reaction and war. I love the church too 
much to witness that fantastic spectacle without any injury. I know 
I represent a minority opinion; I know this letter will not peeD 
your course of action. 

I do not see within cnvanined institutional Chitstinativ’ as we 
know it any hope for reform. Institutional Christianity will go 
down with the Old World because it loves it so much, Frankly, 
Mr. Gibbons, I must look elsewhere for the role that true Pro- 
testantism must play in the world of tomorrow. I must look else- 
where for bold and courageous leadership. In the Aug.-Sept., 1947, 
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issue of THE PROTESTANT the editor asks this pointed ~qués- 
tion: What in particular will happen to those ministers who re- 
fuse the leadership of the Federal Council and its John Foster 
Dulles? 

He then goes on to answer that question: “We fear that they 
will be pushed down and out of the preferred places in the church. 
Many of them will lose their churches and be unable to find new 

_ ones. Wherever they go however, they will take with them the 
principles and the spirit of Jesus of Nazareth. Some will be forced 
into small country churches and into worker’s churches in the cities. © 
They will be compelled to build new churches. 

“Out of the travail they will gain new character and new 
strength. Who knows, perhaps they will create on earth a new 
body, a new institution to house the spirit they have brought with 

_ them. We have faith that this will happen because the isSues divid- ~ 
ing the world today are fundamental issues. They go too deep 
to be disposed of by negotiation or compromise. The issue is Mam-. 

' mon versus man. Since the organized church today has bowed the 5 

knee to the God of Dollars there will arise as surely as tomor- — ay 
row’s sun a new church which will bow the knee to the God of 

Man.” . 

f Where do I turn for leadership in these crucial times? There is 

' only one place I know, and that is to THE PROTESTANT maga- 

' zgme. There is no compromise or negotiation of the issues divid- ~- 

| ing the world in THE PROTESTANT. I am one of those ministers 

_ who will refuse the leadership of the Federal Council and its John _ 

_ Foster Dulles. 


* * * . vs 


_ THE METHODIST CHURCH IN POLAND it 
Dr. Paul Neff Garber, Methodist bishop for the European area,” y 
was awarded the Commander’s Cross, high Polish decoration, for ~ a 


his services in organizing the Methodist Church in Poland. The 
decoration was conferred by President Bierut at a special audience % 
_ in Warsaw, The American-born bishop was in Warsaw for the first 
annual conference of Methodists in Poland. Polish Methodists now 
number 80,000 or 25 per cent more than before the war. ere 
-“Our Church,” Bishop Garber told the conference, “enjoys the 8 
fullest freedom in Poland today. We have about 90 communities 
t spread all over the country, and have appointed 70 preachers to 
‘date, four of whom are in Warsaw. Many of our preachers have ~ 
_ been in concentration camps, but have come home since to resume 
their posts.” 
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By MRS. E, M. WHEELER 


N March 2, 1948, the press 
. ] were called to meet the 
¥ new ministers... The chairman 
was Kopecky (Communist) Min- 
ee ister of Information. He held 


this post in the old cabinet. Also 
_ present were Deputy Prime Min- 

ister Lausman. (Social Demo- 

crat); Minister of Foreign 
: _ Trade Gregor (Communist); 
S 8h - Minister of Justice Cepicka 
- (Communist); Minister of In- 
- dustry Fierlinger (Social Demo- 
aie. ; Minister of Transport 
2 sa Petr (People’s Party) ; Minister 
- of Public Works Slechta (Czech 
: Socialist—same as National So- 
: cialist—Benes’ party); Minister 
__- of Posts Neumann (Czech So- 


fare Erban (Social Democrat) ; 
Minister of Food Jankovcova 
(Social Democrat). Dr. Vavro 
--_-—s«*Srobar (Minister of Unification 
_. from Slovak Freedom Party) 
__- Was not there: 
_.. Kopecky opened the meeting 
zt with a speech calling on the 
4 _- journalists present to keep their 
eyes open, be objective, report 
only what they saw and try not to 
_ be tendentious. He asked them to 
iS make use of official information 
- (not, as the Herald Tribune said 
of Kosta’s similar speech, to use 
only official information) and if 
they got rumors from “reliable 
wry sources” to check them with even 
_ @ more reliable sources. He said 
that the work of journalists had 
not been impeded and so they 
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had hoped at the ministry that 
such an attitude on their part 
would mean that they would be 
spared untrue reports. Such was 
not the case. : 
After introduction of the min= 
isters came questions. The new — 
ministers did all the talking, - 
seemed very anxious to, and Ko-— 
pecky kept in the background. © 
Naturally the cynical and unim- — 
pressed Western journalists con- E: 
centrated on questions they — 
thought would be embarrassing. — 
One tactful one from the AP 
correspondent was whether these > f 
ministers really represented - ‘the 
rank and file of the parties, or 
were hand-picked by Gottwald. 
If he had wanted to make them 
more loyal to the Communié 
majority he couldn't have 
phrased a better question. The~ 
ome who seemed most exercised | 
by the suspicion that they were 
not real representatives was the 
clerical People’s Party (Catho- — 
lic). He was a big burly fellow 
and after answering the ques- 
tion forcefully said, “Since we — 
are speaking frankly here, I can’ 
tell a tale from behind the 
scenes.. Most of the ministers’ 
who were said to have resigned fi) 
on February 20 read about it 
first in the newspapers. The | 
agreement on the resignation ; 
was cooked up by a small group 
at a supper party including sr 
ka, Msgr. Hala and } 
Sramek did not resign t 
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but his resignation was tele- 
phoned in by Hala. Do you 
wonder that we demanded that 
these men cease to represent 
their parties and that President 
Benes cease to negotiate with 
them ?” 

Petr said he had conferred 
with the leaders of 19 election 
districts who unanimously stood 
behind him and Plojhar; Slecht 
Said that as far as the Czech So- 
cialists were concerned they had 
all, except the four former min- 


isters, voted to support him and . 


Neumann. Plojhar who kept 
wanting to speak, popped up to 
second Petr and to say that the 
People’s Party was getting back 


to its original principles in 


standing for the working people, 
not for the landowners and in- 
dustrialists who had lately man- 
aged to insinuate themselves in- 
to leadership. Fierlinger of the 
Social Democrats was the most 
worked up and gave a long an- 
swer to the effect that Masaryk 
had said that democracy equals 
discussion and that his party 
had had many and long and 
widespread discussions and the 
result of them was to repudiate 
the old leadership which had car- 
ried them into the path of divi- 
sion of the national front. 
Question: Isn’t it usual for 
such governmental changes to 
take place after elections rather 
than before? Answer from Petr 
(People’s Party): Not here or 
in Europe generally. Cabinet 
changes occurred in between 
elections quite often under the 


\See 


so-called first Republic. 

Question: Will there be elec- 
tions, if so when? Answer: Yes, 
when this Parliament lawfully 
comes to an end in June, or if 
the Constitutional Assembly 
votes a postponement by a 3/5 
majority not to interfere with 
the Sokol festival, then later. 

Can journalists see the elec- 
tions? Yes. : 


One Britisher is worried about © 


the untraditional aspect of the 


Action Committees and has ~ 


asked about them at both press 
conferences since the crisis. It 
doesn’t suit him that they are 
based on all four parties and 
elected at shops, factories, uni- 
versities, etc., to review the rec- 
ord of the management at these 
places. He can’t find any previ- 
ous authority for them, and 
when the ministers say these 
committees represent the will of 
the working population it just 
makes matters worse for him. 
The Central Action Committee 
which has on it full membership 
from all four parties, including 
Mrs. Jankovcova and Plojhar 


(the priest mentioned above). 


This Central Committee will lay 
down the rights and powers of 
the local action committees. 
These committees are a very im- 
portant thing, although designed 
to be only temporary for the 
purpose of reviewing the record 


of all factory management, etc. 


People who are deposed are sent 
on leave and may be reinstated 
after the public review of their 
record. Socialism is the will of 
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. the absolute majority, said all 


these ministers, and the action 
committees must remove people 
whose personal interests make 
them stand in the way of this 
majority will. 

The question which boomer- 


anged the hardest, perhaps, was 


the one whether the present 
ministers were old party mem- 
bers or recent. Of course the 
people who asked it wouldn’t like 
any Social Democrat, Czech So- 
cialist or even People’s Party 
member, old -or new. But since 
the sentimental feeling about 
“old Bolsheviks’ has been 
worked up by Koestler and 
others, this is a very popular 
question. Petr, Neumann and 
Slecht answered very positively 


~ that now the old party members 


who had been in the party since 
they were 16 could oust the con- 
trol from people who had come 
in since 1945 when they didn’t 
have any reactionary or fascist 
party to turn to. The so-called 
“new leadership’ represented 
the old party members. 
Question from AP man: What 
about ratio of foreign trade go- 
ing to Western countries, which 
is now about 60 percent. Answer 
from Gregor: Import is 4 very 
important aspect of foreign 
trade because of need for raw 
materials and bad drought, but 
they are also trying to increase 
exports and this is important in 
trade agreements. Present 


.agreements will be kept with 


planned economies but efforts 
are also made to increase trade 


‘ 
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with non - planned economies. 
Proof of this is the fact that 
only in the last week a delega- 
tion went to Belgium to negoti- 
ate agreements; and _ trade. 
agreements with Norway and 
Switzerland had been prolonged. 

The Britisher who asked 
about action committees asked 
for a definition of a reactionary, 
saying he didn’t want to be one 
because he wanted to keep his” 
job! This was an example of the 
politeness rampant at the meet- 
ing. At press conferences every- 
body reads over everybody else’s - 
shoulders. 

Add: I have interviewed Dr. 
Krenek who is the head of the 
Czech equivalent of the Presby- 
terian church and Dr. Joseph 
Bartak, Supt. of Prague’s Meth- 
odist Church. They both say that 
they expect to co-operate with 
the government, maintain neu- 
trality and work for national 
unity, that they expect to have 
religious freedom and to pay for 
it by non-interference in the 
political beliefs of their mem- 
bers. 

I have tried to analyze the 
fury of the press representa-— 
tives, and think it must be be- 
cause the “revolution” was — 
bloodless and successful. They — 
don’t like to see these reds and — 
their “puppets” looking so intel- 
ligent and dignified, so little like 
caricatures, they don’t like the 
police force keeping.order with- — 
out the traditional practice of 
cracking the workers over the 
head as they did in France. 
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THE POISONED NIGHT 


By GERALD RICHARDSON 

N the Suwanee, or in some 

forgotten town on Staten 
Island there may be children 
who will never fall under the 
spell of The Arabian Nights, but 
it is doubtful. For many genera- 
tions, The Arabian Nights has 
been rivalled only by Grimms’ 


Fairy Tales and Alice in Won- 


derland as the perennial best 
seller on the children’s shelves 
of the nation’s bookstores. 
Last summer a_ publisher 
brought to the attention of the 
Textbook Commission the fact 
that all these countless children 
get more than they pay for when 


. they read the Nights. They get 


a good stiff dose of poison. This 
poison is a septic slander against 
the Jews; it is the virus causing 
Haman’s Disease (known to the 
layman as anti-Semitism). 

One of the most enchanting of 
the Nights, the one during 
which Scheherazade tells the 
story of Aladdin, is the poisoned 
Night, the virus carrier. This is 
how the poison is carried; you 
will recall: 

Aladdin discovered that when 
he rubbed the lamp a genie ap- 
peared to do his bidding, but the 
genie was so gruesome that Al- 
addin and his mother had to be 
desperate from hunger before 
he was willing to call that ghoul- 
ish room-service. Then the only 
thing on his mind was food, so 
instead of ordering something 


sensible like a paid-up annuity, 
Aladdin simply said, ‘Don’t 
bother with a menu, just bring 
us the soup du jour, a mixed 
grill and coffee with the meal, 
please.” The demon waiter 
quickly returned with the order 
on a silver service for two. When 
the food was all gone Aladdin 
sold the dishes, one by one—and 
now I quote the exact words of 
one of the children’s editions— 
Tas to a Jew, a man of exceed- 
ing vile methods of selling........ 7a 

The Jew takes advantage of 
Aladdin’s ignorance and only 
pays him one-sixtieth of what 
the silver dishes are worth. Soon 
Aladdin has to rub the lamp 
again. 

“Then when the food was 
gone, Aladdin proceeded as be- 
fore. Taking one of them, [dish- 
es] he went forth to find the 
Jew, but it chanced that on his 
way he passed the shop of a 
fair-dealing man—that is to say 
not a Jew—who had no vile 
methods of buying or selling, 
but was just and feared God. 
When this man saw Aladdin 
passing he called to him that he 
had frequently seen him selling 
things to the Jew, and warned 
him about it.” = 

In other children’s editions 
the warning goes: 

“My lad, I have often observed 
you go by, loaded as you are at 
present, and talk to such a Jew, 
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and then come back again emp- 
ty-handed. I imagine that you 
carry something which you sell 
to him; but perhaps you do not 


know that he %s the greatest 


rogue even among the Jews.” 
There is the slander. The Jews 

are crooks because they are 

Jews, and the customer is 


_ warned not to deal with them if 


he doesn’t want, to be cheated; 
an elementary lesson for prac- 
tically every boy and girl in 
America who learns to read. 
This slander is the race- 
haters’ weapon number two. 
Weapon number one is the 
slander—the Jews killed Christ 
and must therefore wander 
homeless and despised until the 
end of time. Number one is more 
devastating, but its use is usual- 
ly confined to schools and 
churches. Men don’t tell jokes 


‘about how Christ died, in the 


neighborhood bar, and women 
don’t tell anecdotes about the di- 
vine tragedy over the back 
fence. 

Weapon number two is differ- 
ent. It can be used on every oc- 


-easion. It is the raw wool for 


spinning all these narratives 
that end in mirth and originate 
in malice, and for all the bridge- 
table fables: ‘““He says he can’t 


~get oil, but you know what those 
_ Jews are.” — 


“I bought it at 
Bloombelstern’s and it fell apart. 
You know what those Jews are.” 

In case the children do not 
know what they are, The Ara- 
bian Nights tells them; they are 
crooks, 


t 
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Operation Night 
The Textbook Commission had 
till recently centered most of its 


attention upon weapon number. 


one, the source of anti-Semitism 
in the traditions of Christen- 
dom. We took courage to tackle 


the poisoned Arabian Nights, . | 


however, when we learned that 
Grosset & Dunlap, publishers of 
a handsome illustrated edition of 
the Nights, had of its own ac- 
cord pioneered in removing all 
anti-Jewish references from the 
Aladdin story, by substituting 
the word peddler for Jew on the 
five pages that related to the 
Jewish episode. (See pp. 28, 29) 

Besides the Grosset & Dunlap 
edition, seven other editions 
were found on sale in the New 
York book stores. Each one of 
them carried the virus. The job 
ahead was clear. The Textbook 
Commission would have to win 
the cooperation of the other sev- 
en great publishing houses that 
supplied the children of the 
country with “those stories 
which have been told more often 
to youngsters than any stories 
in the whole world’s ken.” 

Beginning on September 10, 
1947, letters were addressed to 
these publishers, quoting the an- 
ti-Jewish passages in their re- 
spective volumes, and requesting 
them in common justice to 
change their copy. 


Harper and Brothers 

A few days later the Editor 
of Books for Boys and Girls at 
Harper and Brothers talephoet ‘ 


4 
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| aware of the expressions we had 
| called to their attention and if 
' they reprinted they would re- 
move them. On January 6, 1948, 
I wrote to them requesting a let- 
ter confirming this conversation. 
On January 13, the Editor re- 
| plied that their book was now 
‘out of print, but that if and 
when they reprinted it “........we 
} ‘can assure you that the offend- 
i ng passages will be removed.” 


| ‘Random House 


| A fine response came from 
Random House: “Indeed we are 
pleased that. you pointed out 


what could be interpreted as a 


|\diserediting passage, although 
unintentional, I am sure, in the 
Es translation of The Arab- 
ian Nights. It is a matter of 
‘policy at Random House to 
pnesge any passages which could 
‘possibly add fuel to the fires of 
| prejudice. I must explain that 
_the plates of The Arabian Nights 
“were a heritage, and if anybody 
oe pointed out the two offend- 
ing sentences, they would have 
been changed long since. Be as- 
sured that subsequent editions 
will carry corrections.” Signed, 
k Saxe ‘Commins. 


EP. Dutton & Co., Inc. 


_ Mr. Sherman Baker answered 
for E. P. Duttorr & Co.: “ 
This particular Everyman vol- 
ume has not been sold in the 
United States for some time, and 
is at present, on our out of print 


t, so I think you have little 
oy Fe 
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to ‘say that hee had been un- 


cause to worry about its effect. 7 
This particular edition had 


been my childhood’s best loved -~ 
and battered book, so I decided > 


to try to find one for my chil- 


dren. I found one the first place - 


I went, Brentano’s. I wrote to 
Mr. Baker that day telling him 
that I regretted that they did 


not at that time intend to re-- 


print and keep available for 
American Children the wonder- 
ful and fantastic illustrations of 
John Batten. I requested that he 


do as Harper had done, assure — 


us that if they ever did reprint. 
they would delete the anti-Sem- 


itism. Mr. Baker, as before, was 
very courteous and cooperative ~ 


in his reply: 
“You can have our assurance 
that we will do everything pos- 


sible to aid. in eliminating any - 


trace of racial prejudice from 


our Everyman Library, no mat=— Mg ae 


ter how innocent it may appear. 
We will write to our co-publish- 
er Dent in England and suggest 


‘that they omit the offending ; 
material.” q 


Hampton Publishing Co. 


Another publisher who still. 


yy bees 


had a stock of books on hand 4 


and had not at this time made 


the decision whether he would — 


reprint when the stock ran low, 
assured us that “........ we will be 


only too glad to omit any pas- - 
sages that might tend to preju- — 


dice our young readers. We will 
file your letter and enclosed off- 


set for future reference and we 
will certainly follow the pro-— 
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wear it always on my finger.” She replied that he might 
do what he pleased, but for her part, she would have noth- 
ing to do with genii, and never say anything more about 
them. 

By the next night they had eaten all the provisions the 
genie had brought. The following day Aladdin, who could 
not bear the thoughts of hunger, put one of the silver dishes 
under his vest, and went out early to sell it. He addressed 
himself to a Jew whom he met in the streets, took him 
aside, and pulling out the-plate, asked him if he would 

~buy it. The cunning Jew took the dish, examined it, and 
as soon as he found that it was good silver, asked Aladdin 
at how much he valued it. Aladdin, who knew not its 
value, and never had been used to such traffic, told him 
he would trust to his judgment and honor. The Jew was 
somewhat confounded at this plain dealing. Doubting 
whether Aladdin understood 
the material or the full value 
of what he offered to sell, he 
took a piece of gold out of his 
purse and gave it him, though 
it was but the sixtieth part of 
the worth of the plate. Alad- 
din, taking the money very 
eagerly, retired with so much 
haste that the Jew, not con- 
tent with the exorbitance of 
his profit, was vexed that he 
has been so liberal. He was 


endeavor to get some change 
out of the piece of gold; but 
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wear it always on my finger.” She replied that he might 
do what he pleased, but for her part, she would have noth- 
ing to do with genii, and never say anything more about 
them. 

By the next night they had eaten all the provisions the 
genie had brought. The following day Aladdin, who could 
not bear the thoughts of hunger, put one of the silver dishes 
under his vest, and went out early to sell it. He addressed 
himself to a peddler whom he met in the streets, and pull- 
ing out the plate, asked him if he would buy it. The cun- 
ning fellow took the dish, examined it, and as soon as he 
found that it was good silver, asked Aladdin at how much 
he valued it. Aladdin, who knew not its value, and never 
had been used to such traffic, told him he would trust to 
his judgment and honor. The peddler was somewhat con- 
founded at this plain dealing. Doubting whether Aladdin 
understood the material or 
the full value of what he of- 
fered to sell, he took a piece 
of gold out of his purse and 
gave it. him, though it was 
but the sixtieth part of the 
worth of the plate. Aladdin, 
taking the money very ea- 
gerly, retired with so much 
haste that the man, not con- 
tent with the exorbitance of 
his profit, was vexed that he 
had been so liberal. He was 
going to run after the boy, to 
endeavor to get some change 
out of the piece of gold; but & 
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Late Edition 


posed suggestions........ 


Three To Go 


Random House had agreed to 
change the objectionable pas- 
sages. Harper, Dutton and 
- Hampton had agreed to change 

if and when they reprinted. 
That left three other publish- 
ers, they refused. 
- To understand why Mr. 
Charles Scribner and Mr. Ed- 
ward Dodd, Jr. refused at first 
to make the proposed changes, it 
is necessary to understand how 
- great the responsibility of such 


. men is to the American people. 


It is up to the great publishing 
houses to continue to withstand 
the pressures of all the groups 
that already have been able 
to intimidate the radio and 
movie. tycoons into abiding 
by parochial codes and mak- 
ing only movies that can be 
seen safely by emotionally sug- 
gestible imbeciles, have boycot- 
_ ted superior foreign films such 
as Black Narcissus and Pepe le 
Moko, and closed serious dramas 
on Broadway. a 

Mr. Scribner pointed out that 


there is “only one relatively free 


realm left, the republic of let- 
ters.” The threat to this free 
realm is very real. We do not 
wish to have our literature as 
well as our entertainment par- 
masticated in Boeotia. 


Mr. Bowdler and Mr. Dodd 


In 1818 a one-man Legion of 
Decency made the same decision 
; in London regarding Shakes- 


i. 
| oa 


peare that the present organiza-— 
tion has made regarding our 
main form of entertainment, 
movies. Mr. Thomas Bowdler 
edited Shakespeare so that it 
would be fit for every member of 4 
the family rather than just the 
adults to see and read: He = 


‘lished The Family Shakespeare 


from which “all those words and 
expressions have been omitted 
which cannot in propriety bed 
read aloud in a family.” He then © 
proceeded to clean up The De-~ , 
cline and Fall of the Roman Em-— 
pire, which was a bigger ie 
than white-washing all the ele- 
phants in Saratoga, and took — 
him‘ so long that he didn’t live 
to see his gelded Gibbons in 
print or to spoil anything else. — 
The ghost of Bowdler walks — 
in Neasden Lane frightening 
the publishers; so we were not 
at all surprised when Mr. Ed- 
ward Dodd, Jr. informed us that 
he was “reluctant to Bowdler- 
ize an accepted classic of litera- | 
ture.” . 
“As a matter of principle,” he - 
wrote, “we feel it very danger- 
ous to start such a practice. One © 
never knows where it will stop.” 
Dodd, Mead and Co. is a big 
house and Mr. Dodd is a big — 
man, but even so, he cannot be 
expected to sleep in more than 
one bed at a time, wear more 
than one suit of clothes at a 
time, or read all the books he _ 
published. He hadn’t read his — 
edition of The Arabian Nights. 
I urged him to do so, adding: 


rr 


that the reason you would_not 
change the anti-Semitic sen- 
tences was that you were reluc- 
tant to Bowdlerize a classic. You 
can imagine my surprise when I 
found that you had produced one 
of the most thoroughly Bowdler- 
ized editions on the market. I 
think it might amuse you to 
compare the unexpurgated Mod- 
ern Library account of what the 
queen of the Black Isles did, 
when she went out at night, 
with the version your editor con- 
cocted. You will note for one 
thing that he has omitted an in- 
delicate word that the author 
thought very humorous. 

“Now, if you feel that it is 
proper to revise a classic as 
scrupulously as you have done in 
order not to give impressionable 
young minds improper ideas 
about married life, can you tell 
me what harm it would do to re- 
vise just a few more lines in or- 
der not to pass on to those young- 
sters a racial sl:inder? And if 
you can feel justified in remov- 
ing words for fear they might 
be offensive to ladies with fine 
sensibilities, how can you be so 
very callous about the sensibili- 
ties of all the Jewish boys and 
girls who read your book?” 


Not only does Mr. Dodd be- 
_ lieve in justice for all groups, he 
practices justice; so instead of 
being annoyed by such impertin- 
ence he wrote: “........ your point 
is undoubtedly the correct one, 
and we will therefore make a 
change in our plates.” He had 
not been familiar with the edi- 
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_tion which had been prepared a S 


great many years before in Eng- 
land, and had been as surprised 
as I to find that it had been so 
thoroughly edited. 


Charles Scribner's Sons 
The. first letter we received 


from Scribner’s was unsigned. 


The anonymous penman as- 
sumed that Scribner’s edition 
was the classic, and naturally re- 
fused to tamper with it: “It 
does not seem to us as publishers 
that it would be proper for us 
to edit a classic of some centur- 
ies standing. Only the author 
would have the right to do that, 
it seems to us, and if we did it, 
we should in some degree betray 
an obligation to our profession.” 

I addressed my next letter to 
Mr. Charles Scribner and called 
his attention to the correspond- 
ence. I assured him that we were 
as opposed to tampering with 
the classics as the most proper 
publisher, but that the book I 
referred to was not the classic 
or one of the classical transla- 
tions of the classic. It had al- 
ready been so tampered with by 
that pair of expert tamperers 
the Smith sisters, that only the 
p'ots bore some resemblance to 
the original stories. 

baa when the express pur- 
pose of an edition is to edit a 
classic and to revise and even re- 
write it in order to make it in- 
nocuous for the- impressionable 


minds of children, then we see 


nothing improper in changing 
just a few more words in order 


: not to pass on to children, who 


are too young to judge the jus- 
tice of such things, an attack on 
Jews because they are Jews.” 
On January 10, 1948, Mr. 
Charles Scribner informed us 
that he would make the altera- 
tions on two conditions. I wrote 
to him accepting his conditions: 
First, the copy showing all the 
changes desired and-second, the 
assurance that any news stories 
would carry the explanation re- 
garding Scribner's policy in the 
matter. Mr. Scribner stated this 


~ policy thus: 


“Charles Scribner's Sons hold 
to the general principle that it 


‘is not the function of a publish- 


er to make changes in the text 
of an established classic. 
Changes agreed to in this in- 
stance are made in the text of a 
‘book already modified in the in- 
terests of the young and im- 
mature reader. Further modifi- 
cation in the interests of this 
age group has therefore seemed 
permissible.” 

In his answer Mr. Scribner 
protested that the construction 
we placed on the passages in The 
Arabian Nights, if “placed upon 
the passages throughout litera- 
ture where an individual mem- 


ber of one race or another, an 


adherent to one religious faith 
or another, appears in an un- 
favorable or humorous light, 
would leave few books not open 
to criticism by some race or 
group.” 

To this I replied: “We agree 
with you entirely that individual 


a se tr 
members of one race or another 
may be shown in an unfavorable — 
or humorous light without re- 
flecting discredit on the race. As 
you observe, there would be few 
books open to criticism if this_ 
were not the case. Offhand I can — 
think of some modern writers — 
who have written about bad or 
unattractive Jews. When they 
wrote about bad Jews, the Jew-. 
ishness of the bad Jews was not _ 
disguised. They were bad or dis- — 
agreeable Jews, but they were 
not bad or disagreeable just be- 
cause they were Jews. John 
O’Hara, Bud Schulberg and | 
Ernest Hemingway have written 
about Jews, and they were able 
to write realistically because 
they were free of racial ani- © 
mosity. 

“The Aladdin passage is a 
different matter. In ita manisa — 
crook because he is a Jew. This 
is one of the oldest and most 
persistent slanders against the 
Jews,—that they are inevitably © 
cheats and sharp dealers in bus- 
iness. In the Aladdin story the 
word Jew is used as a word of — 
detraction. The honest, and — 
therefore non-Jewish merchant 
says that the Jew “is the great- 
est rogue even among the Jews.” | 

In another letter, dated Jan- | 
uary 28, Mr. Charles Scribner | 
confirmed the agreement to © 
make the changes, but added: 

“This is on the basis that the 
text of the edition has already > 
been edited to adapt it to chil- — 
dren’s reading. I still feel 7 
strongly that any effort made by 


TH 
your organization to change the 
wording in classics such as The 
Merchant of Venice would result 
in more harm than good in alle- 
‘viating the anti-Semitic feeling. 
| “T am largely of Scotch an- 
‘cestry, and yet none of the 
Scotch race have thus far ob- 
jected to unpleasant references 
‘to the parsimony and hard deals 
‘that are often attributed to 
-Scotchmen.” 

In my reply to Mr. Scribner 
I thanked him for his good ad- 
‘vice regarding classics such as 
The Merchant of Venice. To at- 
tempt to re-write Shakespeare 
would bring ridicule and resist- 
ance from every one in the pub- 
lishing business and from many 
outside: : 

' It is unfortunate that the 
‘Lambs’ Tales from Shakespeare 
is also considered a classic by 
some, for in the recital of the 
‘Shylock story, the Lambs 
‘squeeze every possible bit of an- 
'ti-Semitism out of the Shakes- 
‘peare play to season their own 
hash. If this were not considered 
‘a classic, I told Mr. Scribner, I 
“would write him a most urgent 
‘letter, reminding him of the fact 
that a Scotsman’s feelings can’t 
be hurt by unpleasant references 
+o the Caledonian reputation, 
and urging him to change the 
word “Jew” to “Scotsman” 
throughout Lambs’ tale, and the 


name .“Shylock” to “MaclIsaac.” 


Seriously, there is a great dif- 
erence between the unpleasant 
references to the Scottish people 
and the unpleasant references to 
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the Jewish. I have never detect- 
ed the smallest bit of malice in 
the Scottish jokes. They are as 
innocent of hate as the jokes 


Jack Benny tells about his own 


parsimony. The references to 
the Jews is most often prompted 
by real animosity. It is also true 
that the Scottish have never 
known racial discrimination. 
They suffered at the hands of 
the English many years ago, but 
that could hardly be blamed on 
racial hatred any more than our 
own civil war could be blamed on 
Yankees enmity for Southern- 
ers, for, as Rebecca West re- 
marked, the Southern hatred of 
Yankees is the more unendur- 
able because it is unrequited. 


In the days when there were 
rooms for rent in the North a 
Southerner could always get a 
room, even if he were dressed in 
seersucker and playing a banjo. 
If he happened to be accompan- 
ied by a Scotsman dressed in 
kilts and playing the bagpipes, 
they gave him a suite. For the 
Jews the room shortage has last- 
ed for hundreds of years. 


The’ Macmillan Company 


To understand the reason why 
The Macmillan Company refused 
it is necessary to read our long 
correspondence with Miss Patee. 
Then you. may understand and 
then on the other hand you may 
not, and may only guess as I did, 
or observe like Talullah Bank- 
head ; 
meets the eye!” 

The first letter received from 


“There’s less here than. 
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Macmillan was addressed to 
Kenneth Leslie, Chairman of the 
Textbook Commission and dated 
October 17, 1947. It was signed 


'by Miss Doris S. Patee. We 


quote it in full: ‘ 
“I have your recent letter 
about the pages which you rec- 
ommend being changed in The 
Arabian Nights. Our stock of 
this book is very large and we 
have no plans for reprinting or 
making corrections in the near 
future. We, will take the matter 


up with careful consideration, 


but it does not seem wise in 
general to change copy in an old 
classic. I am sure that the anti- 
Semitic feeling which you are 
concerned about is not recog- 
nized by most young readers.” 
On January 15, 1948 I an- 
swered. as follows: “. . . We, 
too, are opposed to the Bowdler- 
ization of classics. The story, re- 
written for children, is a differ- 
ent matter. Here the publisher 
has a responsibility to the chil- 
dren rather than to the author 
long dead. It is our opinion that 
your edition falls in this group. 
“T sincerely trust that you will 
not find me impertinent in’ sug- 
gesting that you have been un- 
discerning with regard to the 
awareness of young readers to 


the feeling of anti-Semitism. At 


the parochial school that I at- 
tended, we were encouraged to 
read books from the school li- 
brary and were given prizes for 


_ the best oral book reviews. One 


day a boy gave a vivid account 
of the story, Young Hugh of 


THE PROTESTANT 


-Mar.-Ap 
Lincoln, in a children’s edition 
of The Canterbury Tales. I shall 
never forget the excruciating 
embarrassment it caused the 
Sister and most of us children. 
For although the rest of the 
class was Catholic, there was one 
Jewish child. I am certain that 
this bitter story out of the pa- 
thetic ignorance of the four- 
teenth century deeply impressed 
most of the class with the idea 
that there must be something un- 
pleasantly different about people 
who murder children who love 
the Blessed Virgin. From that 
day the Sister read the books 
before she gave them out. 

“Parents like to feel that 
when they buy a book from a re- 
spectable publisher they can be 
confident that it does not con- 
tain anything injurious to im- 
pressionable young minds. They 
do not want to read the books 
themselves first. | 

“One of the commonest slan- 
ders of the Jew and the one a 
child is likely to hear the first 
is that he is rapacious in money 
matters. The Arabian Nights 
carries this slander to the child 
in the passage we called to your 
attention. Few modern parents 
want their children instructed in 
these basic lessons in-anti-Sem- 
itism. 

“T understand that you have a 
large supply of your books, but 
when you prepare your next edi- 
tion please change just those 
few words. It will be very easy 
to do. I am enclosing an offset 
which will show you how a 
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for me to understand why you 
still feel that you have to make a 
decision as to whether the hurt- 
ful slander, or if you prefer, the — 
unnecessary criticism of the 
Jews should be removed from. _ 
your book or whether it should 
be left in. 1 am certain that The — 
Macmillan Company does not 
make a practice of doing things 


_ other publisher made _ the 
_ changes without sacrificing a 
_ bit of meaning or interest.” 
Not hearing from Miss Patee 
i I wrote to-her again on January . 
| 27, 1948: 

_ “I'd be very grateful to you if 
_ you wou'd answer my letter of 
Ee icuary 15. We are anxious to 
complete this job of removing 
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anti-Semitic passages from The 
Arabian Nights, but we want 
' very much to have your favor- 
able decision before doing so.” 
Her not quite unequivocal 
answer came, dated February 2, 
1948: : 
“The Macmillan Company is 
exceedingly anxious to cooperate 


' in all matters that are in the 
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_ public interest. We deplore the 


persecution or unnecessary crit- 


_icism of any group, regardless 


of race, color or creed. We are 
delighted to have your letter ex- 
pressing your views so that 
when and if it becomes neces- 


| sary to reprint our edition of 


The Arabian Nights, we may 
have your thoughts before us.” 
On February 4, 1948, I again 
tried to make things clearer for 
Miss Patee: 
“IT am grateful to you for your 
very kind and reassuring letter. 
“T assume that Jews are in- 
cluded in the list of those whose 
persecution your house deplores, 
and that since it deplores un- 
necessary criticism*of them, it 
also deplores hurtful slander of 


them, like that contained in your 
edition of The Arabian Nights. 
It is, therefore, most difficult 


that it deplores. 

“On re-reading my letters to ~ 
you, I find that I may not have 
made myself sufficiently clear as 


to what we wanted from you. 


We want a_ simple~ statement 
from you that you intend to re- 
move. the 


book. I believe that if you were 
to re-read your letter to me, you 
would be able to understand 
that,. although I was delighted 


with it, I did find it abit evasive 


as to your intentions... : 
“We should like to have your 
decision as soon as possible...” 


Miss Patee’s reply dated Feb- * 


ruary 11, 1948, was still evasive. 
“The edition of The Arabian 
Nights about which we have had 
so much correspondence is one 
title in our Children’s Classics © 
series. This series, which ori- 
ginated more than twenty years 
ago, is quite out of date as to” 
format and book design and we 
are not keeping the series in 
print as each title runs out of | 
stock. For this reason we can_ 
give you no definite word about 


our plans for making changes in 
The Arabian Nights, for we ac- 


tually will not reprint the book. 


‘unnecessary criti- 9 
cism’ of the Jews from your _ 


Ps 
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“When we originate a new 
series to replace the present 
Children’s Classics, we cannot 
say whether this title will be in- 
cluded or not.” 

On February 12, 1948, I wrote 
once again to Miss Patee. 

“Again I must apologize for 
not making myself clear. I did 
not want. to know the answer to 
the question: “Are you going to 
reprint?” + 

“This is my question: 

“If you reprint the Children’s 
Classics Edition of The Arabian 
Nights, will you remove the an- 
ti-Semitic passages that we 
called to your attention? 

“That is_all I want to know, 
just ‘Yes’ or ‘No.’ 

“Tn contrast to your equivocal 
replies, I’d like to quote from 
the responses from other large 
houses that publish The Arabian 
Nights: 

“*Your point is undoubtedly 
the correct one, and we will 
therefore make the changes in 
our plates.’ 

““Tf anyone had pointed out 
the offending sentences they 
would have been changed long 


since. Be assured that subse- . 


quent editions will carry correc- 
tions.’ 

“We are prepared to make 
the changes which you suggest 
in our next printing of the book.’ 

“*You can have our assurance 
that we will do everything in 
our power to aid in eliminating 
any trace of racial prejudice 
from our children’s books, no 
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matter how innocent it may ap- 
pear.’ 

“We will probably never re- 
issue the book but if we do, we 
gan assure you that the offend- 
ing passages will be removed.’ 

“Kindly let us have your an- 
swer soon. We hope, of course, 
that it will be the affirmative 
answer.” a c 

And then on February 16, 
1948, to Mr. George Brett, Jr., 
President of Macmillan: 

“Last summer a_ publisher | 
called our attention to an anti- 
Semitic passage. in The Arabian 
Nights. He said his firm was 
making changes in copy for the 
next printing. He suggested that 
other publishers would like to 
know of this offensive passage, 
and that if we showed it to them 
they. would make similar 
changes. eA 

“Since September we have 
found seven illugtrated children’s 
editions of the book and in each 
one the objectionable part 
was included. 


“Six of the seven publishers 
responded as the.first one had 
predicted. All of them have 
agreed whole-heartedly to re- 
move the anti-Semitism at the 
next printing. f 

“You are the seventh publish- 
er. 

“For four months we have 
corresponded with your chil- 
dren’s editor and have received, 
instead of the plain, affirmative 
replies of the other publishers, 
equivocal answers to our letters. 

“Two of the other publishers 
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_ suggested that perhaps this en- 


tire matter had not come to your 
attention, for they were of the 
opinion that you would be more 
than eager to remove the anti- 
Semitism from your children’s 
edition of The Arabian Nights. 
They said that if I were to ad- 


‘dress you in this case, they 
| would be greatly surprised if I 
| did not receive an affirmative 


answer by return mail. 
“In the hope that you may 
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spare the time to glance over the 
correspondence between our of-_ 
fices, I have had copies made 
for you.” 

To date there has been no an- 
swer to this letter. 

We hope to win over every 
publisher to the policy we have 
outlined. At any rate we shall 
try hard to do so. For we must 
remember that Haman’s Disease 
is caught in childhood! 
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THE EARLY AND THE LATTER RAIN 
The Epistle of St. James, V:1-7. 


Around, around, the rods are wound, 
. the rapier rods‘of finest foil; 

repressed and still as serpent coil 

the tempered steel is tightly bound: 


As harmlessly and calm it lies 
as peaceful water on the lake—_ 


Like peaceful water will awake 


to shake the earth and shake the skies; 


This is the first and final thing, 
the ultimate of end and source: 
This is passivity of force, 

the power of a tightened spring 


which waits the ticking of the honr 
when poise shall counterpoise outmatch 
and in a blinding flash unlatch 

the awful might of gathered power— 


Even as patient man shall strain 
against the barred and heavy gate, 


and husbandmen of James await 
the early and the latter rain... 


Owen Roche 
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- Korean people” will 


YYUNGYANG Soviet Zone... 
The gap between North and 
South Korea has increased since 
America occupied the South and 


; Russia the North. The 38th par- 


allel between the zones, at first 
only artificial, has become a 


- boundary polarizing the Korean 
~ people and pregnant with future 


war. 

The North Koreans are hope- 
ful adolescents in politics, with 
an almost mystical belief in the 
“might of the Korean people.” 
They brag of their land reform 
and democratic government and 
insist that they did it all them- 


- selves. 


“The Russians liberate us 
from the Japs,” they say, “but 


“we Koreans did the rest.” 


While South. Korean politi- 
cians expect America to give 


_ them financial aid and then force 


the North Koreans into line, the 
North Koreans are confident that 
as soon as their “American al- 
lies’ understand what pro-Jap 
crooks they are dealing with in 


_ the South they will withdraw 


support and the “will of the 
prevail. 
Then a united Korean people will 
march to prosperity in freedom, 
on the pattern the North already 
knows. 

This naive hope is not due to 


-any Russian control of the news 


reaching the Koreans. Even the 
farmers have radios and can lis- 


“people. 
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ten to Tokye, while there are 


twenty-four newspapers owned 


by three political parties and © 


many public organizations, be-— 


sides one privately owned news- 
paper run merely for profit. 


The North Korean political at-» 


mosphere is partly the self-con- — 


scious brag of a newly liberated 


rointed their government offi- 
cials or even discussed the mer- 
its of various candidates as the 


Americans constantly do in the — 


South. The Russians used a 
subtler method. They merely set 
free some ten thousand political 
prisoners and said by implica- 
tion: “Go home, boys, you’re 
free to organize.” 

When the Red Army entered 
Korea in early August -1945, 
heavy battles took place in the 
North but the Japanese rule re- 
mained tranquil in the South; 
for the Americans came three 
weeks after the surrender of 
Japan and ruled at first through 
the Japs and then through the 
Jap-appointed Koreans. This is 
why all pro-Japanese Koreans— 
former police, civil servants, and 
landlords—rushed South to the 
American zone. 

The flight of all these right- 
wing elements amazingly simpli- 
fied North Korean politics. Un- — 
der Jap rule, all natural political — 
leaders either served Japan or 


Everyone assures me > 
that the Russians have never ap- 
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went to jail. With the pro-Japs 
gone, the ex-jailbirds organized 
the country. They were the vin- 
dicated heroes ‘of their home 
towns. So North Korea just 
naturally took a great swing 
leftwards, and the Russians had 
only to recognize “the choice of 
the Korean people.” 

Peoples’ Committees sprang 
up by villages, countries, prov- 
inees, and coalesced into a pro- 
visional government under Kim 
Il Sung, an almost legendary 
guerrilla leader who: fought the 
Japs fourteen years from the 
mountains of the North. He gave 
land to the farmers by a single 
decree that confiscated the land- 
lords’ land in twenty days with- 
out turmoil. 

Ninety percent of all big in- 
dustry—it had belonged to the 
Japs—was handed over by the 
Russians “‘to the Korean people” 
in a single much applauded ges- 
ture, and nationalized by one 
more decree. Another decree 
gave a modern labor law—eight 
hour day and social insurance— 


and another made women equal — 


with men and another expanded 
schools. General elections were 
held and a “‘democratic front” of 
three parties swept unopposed to 
power, with parades and a 99 
percent turnout of voters. The 
potential opposition had all gone 
South, to seek posts under the 
Americans. 

The ease with which all this 
occurred, without any class 
struggle at all, has created that 
exaggerated belief in the power 


bar 
2r 


THE FACTS. ABOUT KOREA 39 


of the Korean people. One farm- 
er actually assured me that the 
landlords gave up their land 
without resistance, not because 
of the Red Army but because “‘it 
was a just law and the will of 
the Korean people.” Similarly an 
industrial worker told me that 
the ‘“‘pro-Jap traitors” ran South 
not from fear of the Russians, 
but because “they feared the 
might of the people.” ; 

1947 was the first year in de- 
cades that North Korea was 


‘living on its food. This is moun- 


taifi country where the Japs de- 
veloped mines, water-power and 
war industries, feeding it from — 
those natural food producers, 
Manchuria and South Korea. 
Not well of course, for they took 
for Japan even the rice that 
Korea produced, giving the Kor- 
eans rice huskings and the 
cheaper Kaoliang. 

Today the Americans won’t let 
rice leave their zone for the 
North, though they owe payment 
for nearly one billion kilowatt 
hours of electric power, supplied 
by North Korea to the South in 
the past two years. The Russians 
closed the borddr.to Manchuria, 
which just now is held by the 
unrecognized Chinese Commun- 
ists. This double international 
boycott puts North Korea on its 
own. 

The farmers have risen to the 
occasion and are profiting hand- 
somely thereby. A “land reform” 
in March 1946 threw the land- 
lords out in twenty days and 
freed three-fourths of the farm- 


ers from rents that averaged 
fifty to seventy percent of the 
crop. The twenty-five percent 
crop tax that they pay to the 
government — and which feeds 
all the civil servants and indus- 
trial workers — seems by con- 
trast just nothing at all. The 
surplus they sell in the market 
where prices are high. 

A new Farmers’ Bank lends 
money for irrigation and fertil- 
izers, so even the poorest can 
afford good crops. There is 
plenty of fertilizer, for the big 
chemical plant that once sup- 
plied South Korea, Manchuria 
‘and even Japan now works per- 
force for North Korean fields 
alone. 

A trip from sea to sea across 
the peninsula shows every inch 
of arable land well sown. Rice 
- fields are thick with that dark 
blue-green color that shows well 
fertilized soil. 

At any time in the past two 
years North Korea would gladly 
have traded fertilizer to South 
Korea for rice. But something 
always got in the way. Perhaps 
South Korea no longer has a rice 
surplus, or perhaps the Ameri- 
cans need it for Japan. Nobody 
here knows. But they know, and 
like to tell you, that North Kor- 
ea supplies irrigation water for 
60,000 acres in South Korea, and 
can’t even get rice for that! 
They also say that sacks of fer- 
tilizer go South by contraband 
and American canned goods 
come North. You can see them 
‘in Pyungyang stores. 
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' Last year two million tons of 
grain were expected in North 
Korea, three-fourths of it rice. 
This will give every Korean an 
average of one pound and a 
quarter per day. 

They do not get it equaily. 
One quarter of the crop, half a 
million tons, goes as crop tax to 
the government, and is used to 
feed workers, civil servants, stu- 
dents and their dependents, some 
two or three million people. They 
will get from seven hundred 
grams for first category workers 
down to four hundred for de- 
pendents. 

There are some seven million 
people in farming families who 
own the rest of the rice. -They 
will eat better than ever before, 
and still have rice to sell. They 
will get one hundred yen per 
kilogram for it in the free mar- 
ket, as against five yen per kilo 
for rationed rice. 

Stimulated by patriotism and 
profit, the farmers are expand- 
ing the cultivated area. Figures 
for the three provinces, whose 
boundaries have remained stable 
since Jap days, show a gain of 
17 percent in the cultivated land 
in two years, a good figure in 
any land..The farmers also are 
building new houses—something 
like; one hundred thousand new 
houses—and buying radios and 
sewing machines. They — and 
the industrial workers—are the 
solid bulwarks of the new re- 
gime. _ 

There remain some two mil- 
lion people, neither farmers nor 


rationed workers, who are not 
so lucky in-their food. Some are 
artisans, who build houses and 
make commodities for farmers, 
taking their pay: in grain 
through their cooperatives, 
where rice is sixty yen per kilo. 
_ Others are merchants and capit- 
_ alists, gearing their prices to the 
| free market. If their goods or 
| services can be sold, they get by. 
Some writers buy on the free 
_ market. Lee Ki-yung,. Korea’s 
: most popular novelist, told me 
that in Jap days he was the only 
person who could make a living 
by writing in Korean. “And it 
| was a poor living at that. But 
now there are 270 writers in 
North Korea alone who live very 
well from their works.” 

“On the free market, the co- 
operative or rationed market?” 
_ I asked. 

“Whichever you like,” he re- 
plied. “Most writers also hold a 
government job and get rice ra- 
tions. But I can make 150,000 
yen from a single novel. So why 
should I worry over the cost of 
rice?” 
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Migrations From Zone to -Zone 

_ Koreans have been leaving the 

_ American zone for the Russian 

- zone at the rate of fifteen hun- 

: dred per day for the past year, 

: according to the figures of the 
quarantine stations set up at the 
parallel. 

Minister of Labor Oh Ki Sup 
estimates that considerably more 
than a million immigrants have 

come North over the parallel 
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since the end of the Japanese 
border. I am inclined to think 
this figure high. But I met so 


-many workers in factories and 


civil servants in offices who had 


- fled from the American zone 


within a year that I went into 
the figures in some detail. 

A movement of population has 
taken place in both directions, 
and from Manchuria into Korea 
as well. The earlier migration 
went southward. The later, and 
larger migration comes north- 
ward and is of a different class. 

Former Jap-appointed officials 
and police went South to the 
American zone in late 1945 after 
the Red Army came into the 
North. A part of the landlords 
followed, in connection with the 
land confiscation of March 1946. 
Some merchants went South, but 
many of these returned later. I 
am inclined to think, though 


people here minimize it, that 


some of the non-working urban 
population, who were not on gov- 
ernment rations, went South 
when the price of food rose in 
the free market, after the poor 
crop of 1946. They would ac- 
count for rumors of food short- 
age reaching the South. 

The total movement of people 
South, in 1945 and 1946, is here 
said to have been between three 
and four hundred thousand, of 
whom half were not true emi- 
grants, but Koreans from Man- 
churia going home and crossing 
North Korea enroute. 

By the middle of 1946, the 
tide turned. The land reform 


~ 
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and the expansion of publicly 


owned industry in the North, 
and the progressive labor laws, 
attracted industrial workers and 
farmers from the South. In 
every industrial plant I visited 
I found large numbers of work- 
ers who had fled from the Amer- 


. jean zone. 


The big Iron and Steel Works 
north of Pyungyang had 500 
refugees from the South among 
its 6800 workers; this was a 
typical proportion. Unemploy- 
ment and police suppression in 
the American zone were the rea- 
sons given by the workers for 
leaving it. 

One worker told of a tire fac- 
tory in the South which was not 
working “‘because the Americans 
can bring in tires more cheap- 
ly.” Another spoke of a textile 
mill, which had passed from the 
Americans to a new Korean own- 
er, who dismantled it, finding it 
more profitable to sell the ma- 
chinery and raw material. They 
said that the big Jap concerns 
were now controlled by Ameri- 
can capital, while the smaller 
factories went to Koreans who 
often dismantled them. 

The biggest wave of north- 
ward migration was touched off 
by the. general strike in the 
South in the autumn of 1946, 
which was bloodily suppressed. 
Workers active in trade unions 
fled from the American zone one 
jump ahead of the police. They 
claimed that there were twenty 
thousand political prisoners un- 
der the Americans, which is far 


THE PROTESTANT 


Mar.-Apr. 


more than there were under the 
Japs. 

“There is no liberation in the 
South, but only a change of mas- 


ters,” said a worker in the Iron 


Works. 

“There is not even a change 
of masters,” retorted his mate, 
“for the Americans employ the 


same police and factory mana- 


gers that the Japs did.” 


Farmers coming North are 


chiefly young men without fam- 


ilies who flee from debt and . 


from fear of the terrorist politi- 
cal gangs of Kim Koo. 

Students went South at first 
for the greater educational op- 
portunities of the capital Seoul. 
They have been coming North 
for the past year, because the 
strikes and political suppressions 
of the South interfere with uni- 
versity life there, while six uni- 
versities with 6500 students 
have opened in the North. 

The most accurate figutes of 
northward migration are those 
of the quarantine stations, which 
showed 215,000 crossing the bor- 
der northward in the first five 
months of 1947, not counting 
transient crossers. Not everyone 
is caught by quarantine, but it 
is thought they get three-fourths 
of the immigrants. Their fig- 
ures, if constant, would give well 
ever a million in two years. 

Migration has, however, not 
been constant. It was negligible 
in 1945, and very large at the 
end of 1946 before quarantine 
was set up. All told, it is safe to 
assume that somewhere around 


a Mpillion. workers and porraere 
have deserted the American 
zone for the Russian. 


A Committee to Aid Refugees 

meets them at quarantine, finds” 
jobs for the workers and helps 
the farmers settle on land. The 
good land was all divided in the 
land reform, so most farming 
immigrants get only emergency 
hill lands, of poor soil, but tax 
free, until the hoped for union 
of all Korea in a democratic gov- 
ernment lets them go home 
again. 
_ Everyone in the Soviet zone 
of North Korea laughs at Nank- 
ing’ s tales of a Korean army go- 
ing across the frontier into Man- 
churia to help the Chinese Com- 
munists. 

The Soviet zone of Korea has 
no army. It has not even a min- 
istry of defense, being defended 
by the Russians until such time 
as Korea shall be united under 
that four-power_ trusteeship 
which everyone here eagerly 
awaits. The only armed Koreans 
in the Soviet zone are the city 
and county police and the rail- 
way guards. 

_ Furthermore North Korea 
follows Russian foreign policy 
towards the Chinese Commun- 
ists, which is that of non-recog- 
nition and closed frontier. 

The source of the Nanking 
tales is, however, at once appar- 
ent here, and is doubtless known 
to Nanking authorities as well. 

. million and a half Koreans 
live in Manchuria. In the area 


near the Korean border, they 
far out-number the Chinese and 
have been as early settlers there. 


If Korea had been a strong ~ 
nation, or even a free nation, 


at the time of the Yalta and 
Moscow conferences, she might 
have made a valid claim to a 
chunk of Manchuria on her bor- 
der. As it was, she was lucky 
to get her own independence. — 

The Koreans who live in Man- 
churia have really been fighting 
Nanking and fighting hard. Af- 
ter the Jap collapse they expres- 
sed a wish for autonomy within 
the Chinese set-up. Their wish 
was granted by the Chinese 
Communists, who held the area, 
but not by Nanking. The Man- 
churian Koreans thereupon 
formed their local government 
within the frame of Communist- 
held Manchuria. 

Chiang’s summer offensive in 
1946 into Manchuria penetrated 
these Korean areas, and his 
troops treated the Koreans even 
worse than they treated Chinese 
Communists. So 200,000 Kor- 
eans came fleeing over the bor- 
der into the Soviet zone, aban- 
doning their burning villages 
and crops already sown. It was 
a strain on North Korea’s bad 
harvest, but North Korea set up 
a Committee to Aid Refugees, 


and helped them get jobs and — 


food. Some of the refugées con- 


tinued southward to relatives or 
friends in South Korea. 
were described there as a “flight - 


They 


from the Soviet zone.” 
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By O. I. ROCHE 


YEAR ago come April when ° 


General George Marshall 
was flying homeward over the 
wild Atlantic, wearied from 
talking to apparently deaf Rus- 
sians, he remembered how Her- 
bert Hoover once saved the 
world for democracy by the 
simple process of feeding 
friends and starving foes. From 
this little seed, so the story goes, 
grew the mighty Marshall Plan. 

Most folks think of the Mar- 
shall Plan in relation to Europe. 


- They figure that it is aimed at 
Europeans _ 


bribing Western 
away from Communism and at 
the same time building our ex- 
port market for capital and 


_ goods so as to stave off economic 


collapse here at home. But no 
measure as big as General Mar- 
shall’s can be limited in effect to 
one spot on the interrelated 
globe. The people of the whole 
world are shuddering in antici- 
pation—some with thrills of de- 
light, others with tremors of in- 
dignation. 

Among the shudderers are the 
Indians, Negroes, mestizos and 
whites who make up “Latin” 
America. Like the rest of the 
world, some of them profess 
pleasure over the Marshall Plan 
and some disgust; but more of- 
ten than not, in Latin America, 
the real cause of this antici- 
patory trembling, this “dollar- 


' ium trumans”, is cold fear. 


- 


U.S.A. "CONTAINS" LATIN AMERICA 


Latin America is afraid of the 
Marshall Plan because it could 
mean return to abject colonial- 
ism, death to all present hope 
for industrialization, complete 
economic disruption, and perpet- 
uation of the semi-feudal dicta- 
torships that have been its big- 
gest shame. 

Washington’s political and 
economic strategy preparatory te 
the Marshall Plan has already 
had as much effect on Latin 
America, in a little over a year, 
as did Roosevelt’s Good Neigh- 
bor Policy in thirteen years. 
New dictatorships have been en- 
trenched; old ones have been 
strengthened; labor unions have 
been broken up; thousands of 
men and women have been ar- 
rested, tortured and murdered 
for “political” reasons; coun- 


- tries struggling toward democ- 


racy have reversed their course 
and darted back toward darkest 
feudalism. And the impact of 
the Great Plan itself is still te 
be felt. 

What will be the “purely ec- 
onomie” effect of the Marshal 
Plan on Latin America? From 
ultra-conservative business and 
government leaders to ultra-left- 
ist labor and popular spokesmen 
every Latin American appéars t¢ 
be-agreed on the answer. Here is 
how they see the effect of the 


- Marshall Plan, as outlined, or 


the economy of the struggling 


— 
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young, countries south of our 
yorder : raf 
4. Latin America will have t 
tbandon any hope for rapid in- 
lustrialization. 

2. Latin America will have to 


readjust its economy for almost , 


seclusive production of colonial 
aw materials. 

Industrialization, which is the 
xrincipal program of almost 
avery Latin American country, 
vill have to be “postponed’’ be- 
sause under the Marshall Plan 
Western Europe will be granted 
sriority in obtaining U.S.-made 
nachines and machine tools, the 
rerequisite to industrialization. 

Latin America’s economy will 
ye reverted to an almost purely 
-olonial one because the Mar- 
shall Plan will place a premium 
yn its production of raw mater- 
als. Two billion dollars have 
xeen tentatively allocated for 
purchase of Latin American raw 
materials under the Plan. This 
will work as an irresistible mag- 
1et to dollar-hungry, semi-bank- 
rupt Latin America. 

Even the two billion dollars to 
ge paid to Latin America for 
ziving up its hope of immediate 
ndustrialization will not set the 
stage for industrialization after 
the artificial demand of the Mar- 
shall Plan has been filled. In the 
irst place, a colonial economy 
will have been firmly re-estab- 
ished. In the second place, the 
wo billions which could theoret- 
cally be used to finanee eventual 
reconstruction are already can- 
elled out in advance, largely as 
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a result of Latin America’s un- 
favorable trade balance with the 
United States. 

The economic effect of the 
Marshall Plan on Latin America 
will be to fasten on it exactly 
the kind .of economy the Latin 


American people have been try- 


ing to escape from for the past 
50 years. Its effect, deliberately 
calculated or otherwise, will be 
to turn Latin America back to a 
colonial system capable of pro- 
ducing only raw materials, whol- 
ly dependent on the industrial- 


ized United States for its eco-: 


nomic—and therefore political— 
life. , - 

Roberto Simonsen, conserva- 
tive Brazilian financier, whose 
relative position in his country 
would be similar to that of the 
president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers in the 
United States, was one of the 
first Latin Americans to make 


‘this point, on which he is in 


complete-agreement, perhaps for 
the first time, with Vicente Lom- 
bardo Toledano, head of the 
Latin ‘American Federation of 
Labor and a leading Marxist. 
“We would be called on pri- 
marily to contribute raw materi- 
als and semi-colonial products. 
Such production, in the abnor- 
mal amounts the Marshall Plan 
would require, would oblige the 
Latin American countries to re- 
allocate their labor force, now 
being deployed more and more 
into the field of permanently pro- 
ductive industry, to less perma- 
nent and less productive extrac- 


i 


_ partment, 


- tive fields “subject of great eco- 


nomic instability. This instabili- 


ty is implied in the Marshall 


Plan itself, which does not pro- 
vide for maintenance after 1951 
of a stable rate of importation by 


~. Europe of Latin American mat- 
- erials: Moreover, as the Marshall 


Plan takes effect, Latin America 
will be faced with a sharp de- 
cline in the supply of production 
machinery from the United 


~~ States, since (Western) Europe 


will certainly ask priority for its 
needs.” 

Simonsen’s views, it should be 
stressed, were approved by other 


‘leading Latin American finan- 


ciers at the recent meeting in 
Petropolis, Brazil, of the Inter- 
American Council on Commerce 
and Production. It is,’ in other 
words, the view of Latin Ameri- 
ca’s organized capitalist class, as 
well as of its organized labor. 


_ Latin America, except for a few 


politicians who owe their jobs to 
the influence of our State De- 
is unanimous in its 
condemnation of the Marshall 
Plan in its economic application. 
Latin American conservatives, 
of course, favor its political pur- 


- poses—but only among feudal 
_ reaction is there found full sup- 


port for the Marshall Plan as a 
whole. 

Nevertheless, our State De- 
partment has ridden roughshod 
over Latin America’s objections, 
with poorly concealed scorn. The 
reason for this attitude was re- 
cently explained by John Hawes, 
Latin American expert writing 
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in, Father Hastings Smyth’s 


Bulletin of the Society of the 


Catholic. Commonwealth. His 
article bears extensive quoting 
and should be read by everyone 
interested in Latin America. 
After explaining that the pur- 
pose of the Marshall Plan is te 
contain socialism, to support 
and extend our export market 
and to feed (Western) Europe. 
Hawes shows that there is ne 
reason why the alleged benefits 
of the Marshall Plan should be 
extended to Latin America in 
order to attain U. S. objectives 
there. : 
“On the first point, the con: 
taining of socialism’. . .” says 
Hawes, “without payment of 
bribes in the form of general 
relief or government loans, the 
government of Brazil was per- 
suaded to outlaw the Communist 
Party in spite of the fact that 
the people of that country had 
given unprecedented support te 
Communist candidates in the re- 
cent elections..- i 7 
~ “Also without payment of any 
visible bribes to the government 
of Chile, President Gonzales Vi- 
dela was persuaded to expel 
from his cabinet the Commun 
ists whose votes had been the 
decisive factor in his 1946. ‘ 


tion. President Gonzales h 
complied with the aims of the 
Marshall Plan to the extent c 
breaking off diplomatic relatiol 
with the USSR and Yugoslav 
(and Czechoslovakia) an 
launching a_ bloody - civil wi 
against Communists and pr 


_ sumed Communists in the Fed- 
eration of Chilean Labor (CT 
Ch), using military force, dyna- 
mite, and on occasion outright 
torture as weapons for the con- 
trol of labor. 


* 


“In Cuba, where the socialist * 


forces were firmly entrenched, 
the government has attempted 
| to take over the labor movement 
by decree, substituting its own 
adherents for leaders who were 
-members of the Popular Social- 
ist Party. The struggle between 
the government party and the 
Cuban labor movement (CTC) is 
still going on. 
_“Even from this brief survey, 
it is clear that the government 
of the United States does not 
_ need to carry the Marshall Plan 
_ (benefits) to Latin America for 
the achievement of its first ob- 
| jective.” 
Hawes also points out that 
_ elimination of German and Ital- 
_ian competitors and curtailment 
of British influence has given the 
i United States a fairly free hand 
‘in Latin America and that “little 
"more could be gained through 
‘the Marshall Plan in this re- 
_ spect”. He shows, moreover, that 
the economic degradation that 
the Marshall Plan will force on 
_ Latin America will be intensified 
|. by supplementary measures ad- 
_vocated by the State Department 
and given concrete form at the 
Trade Conference just ended in 
| Havana. 
| “Under the State Dgpart- 
ment’s plan (of ‘free trade’), 
| Latin American industries, un- 
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able to compete with U. S. pro- 
duction, would face two alterna- 
tives. They could simply go out 
of business, or they could great- 
ly increase their capital invest- 
ment in order to put themselves 
on a basis of greater equality 
with U.S. industry. Should they 
choose the latter alternative, 
they would gain almost nothing. 
Due to shortage of available cap- 
ital, they would have to, go 
abroad for capital, and that 
means to -the United States. 
Whatever they do, their indus- 
trial economy would be con- 
trolled by a foreign country— 
the United States. Heads we 
win, tails they lose.” 

The determination of U. S. 
Big Business that it shall abso- 
lutely dominate Latin America 


shines through every phase of 


the. State Department’s plan- 
ning. There are, apparently, 
two basic and allied reasons for 
this determination. 

1) Latin America*must be 
built into a strategic reserve for 
the coming war against Russia. 
Her economy must be organized 
for the main purpose of supple- 
menting the new war economy 
of the United States in a fashion 
closely reminiscent of Nazi Ger- 


many’s plans for economic 
“gleichgeschaltung” of domina- 
ted Europe. 


2) Latin America must serve 
the normal purpose of a colony 
in relation to the ‘““mother-coun- 
try’’—that is, it must serve as 
a market for surplus manufac- 
tured goods and a source of 
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cheap raw materials. This is es- 
sential to the plans for world 
economic domination that our 
Wall Street strategists have 
worked out—and are well on the 
way ta achieving. 

At Bogota, Colombia, begin- 
ning March 30, the next steps 
leading toward economic and 
political absorption of Latin 
America by the United States 
will be taken. At that “Pan- 
American” conference joint 
staffs will be set up to integrate 
Latin America’s military poten- 
tial to the war machine of the 
United States, agreements will 
be reached providing for direct 


U.S. “assistance” in destruction 


of Latin American “communist” 
organizations, and an “economic 
timetable” will be charted to 
speed adaptation of Latin Amer- 
ica’s economy to our coming 
war needs. 

“No extraneous humanitarian- 
ism has been introduced into the 
Latin American. field,” noted 
John Hawes in the article cited 


- above. On the contrary, cold and 


brutal military logic and greed 
for profits are dictating our en- 
tire policy toward Latin Ameri- 
ca. The millions of Indians, Ne- 
groes, mestizos and whites south 
of our borders are not people to 
our State Department, they are 
pawns in the biggest gamble in 
the history of our country. And 


% 


Ages THE PROTESTANT ~ 


while we shuffle them about, 
they die of disease or starve be- 
cause of the feudal economy in 
which our Marshall planners in-— 
sist they stay. 

“The true situation in Latin 
America must be impressed on 
those statements who will be re-4 
sponsible for carrying out the | 
Marshall Plan,” says Brazilian — 
financier Roberto Simonsen. 
“The conscience of the world 
must be aroused to the abysmal — 
living standards of most Latin” 
American nations. The stand-~ 
ards of our people are only one- 
sixth as high as those of foro 
right now. The average living 
standard in the United States 
and Canada is 25 times higher 
than our own. In terms of con- 
sumer units, the 120 million Lat- 
in Americans are equivalent to 
20 million Europeans and to just © 
five million North Americans.” — 

A few days ago an American 
diplomat returned after a six- 
week tour through Latin Ameri- 
ca. He talked about his trip in 
the privacy of his home, to a 
intimate circle of his friends. He 
told of the quaintness of the 
customs, the beauty of the An- 
des, the brilliant flame of tropi-— 
cal flowers, the austerity of th 
deserts. Then his voice dropped 
It held just a note of sadness. 

“The people hate us,” he said, 

Can you blame them? 
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BEHIND HOLLYWOOD'S "IRON CURTAIN" 


By ROBERT JOSEPH 


ITH an official secrecy akin 

to Army security practiced 
during the war period in mak- 
ing indoctrination and train- 
ing shorts, Twentieth Century- 
Fox Studios is rushing to com- 
pletion its film production of 
“Tron Curtain,” a story based on 
the Canadian spy case of 1946 
and the Igor Gouzenko Cosmo- 
politan revelations. In brief the 
motion picture scenario by Mil- 
ton Krims recites the salient 
facts in Gouzenko’s four install- 
ment exposé—the quest for mili- 
tary information by Soviet 
Army attachés in the Canadian 
embassy; the complicity of Can- 
adian citizens in furnishing 
these Soviet officers with atomic 
research data; the involvement 
of Dr. Alan Nunn May of the 
National Research Council, Can- 
adian M. P. Fred Rose and 
others in the same case; and 
Igor Gouzenko’s own personal 
story of turning over documents 
and evidence to the Minister of 
Justice, his hideout and protec- 
tion by the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. These are the 
plot ingredients which have been 
brewed together into a quasi- 
documentary, and offered by the 
studio, with Dana Andrews and 
Gene Tierney in the leading 
roles, as a factual, documented 
presentation of what actually 
happened in Ottawa between 
September, 1945 and the follow- 


a 
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ing February. . é 

In its few public pronounce- 
ments on this picture by Pro- 
ducer Sol Siegel and Director 
William Wellman, the studio has 
insistently reiterated that “Iron 
Curtain” is a simple filmic reci- 
tation of reported and recorded 
facts, based on the evidence in 
the Royal Commission hearings 
which arrested, indicted and sen- 
tenced suspected Canadian par- 
ticipants in the case. “Iron Cur- 
tain,” it is true, is based on the 
Gouzenko testimony. And yet it 
is both a first installment pay- 
ment on Hollywood’s guarantee 
te the Thomas Committee that it 
will make the right kind of pic- 
tures; and it is a dangerous film 


in its manner of presentation, in — 


its acts of omission, in its cov- 
ert suggestions and innuendoes, 
in its facile disregard of other 
important phases of this spy 


case which deserve equal hear- . 


ing. 

The use of a narrative com- 
mentator throughout the script, 
who comes into the story from 
time to time to load, slant, sug- 
gest and prejudge, will give 
many spectators the impression 
that they are seeing a recreation 
of fact. The use of a document- 


ary narrative technique, the use — 


of real Canadian backgrounds, 
(there were three weeks of 
shooting using the Chateau Lau- 
rier, the Parliament Buildings, 


the Peace Tower, ie Justice 
Building and the Rideau Canal 
Drive) the suggested presence in 
the cast of characters of actual 
Canadian political figures—these 
instances will assure the audi- 
ence again and again that this 
picture is the truth, and all of 
the truth. 

The script of “Iron Curtain” 
omits certain important facts. It 
neglects to say, for example, that 
many Canadians suspected and 
even arrested were freed for lack 
of evidence. It neglects to point 
out that Prime Minister Mac- 
Kenzie King publicly assured the 
Soviet Government: that its case 
was against Canadian subjects 
and not the Soviet Union. It 
fails to point out that Commun- 
ists as well as non-Communists 


were involved in the tase. And 


finally it neglects to point out 
the significant fact that embas- 
sy military attachés of all coun- 
tries are specifically assigned to 
report military facts about the 
countries to which they are sent, 
and that in the Canadian spy 
case Russian clumsiness and not 
- Soviet perfidy is the real sin. 
The script is not generous 
enough to suggest that which 
the conservative Ottawa Citizen 
stated editorially on December 
4, gaat: 

‘P36 Its (Soviet Union) agents 
were merely doing what every 
country in the world is doing to- 
day—seeking information about 
other country’s war weapons....” 

In fact, Canadian newspapers 
and journals were as much con- 
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cerned with the peril to civil lib . 
erties in the Dominion as a ree 
sult of the procedures used by 
the Roy&l Commission as the} 
were with the rather heavy 
handed methods of Soviet 
agents. 

In another issue of the sam 
paper, an editorial condemning 
the making of “Iron Curtain,’ 
refers to the spy case and th 
subsequent Royal Commission 
Hearing as a “wretched episod 
(which) should be buried in 2 
decent oblivion.” It is Miltor 
Krims’ embroidering on a thin 
string of facts which also serves 
to make “Iron Curtain” both al 
unwelcome and dangerous pic 
ture. Mr. Krims’ Soviet agent 
begin their machinations somée 
time during 1948, two years be- 
fore the end of the war, and wel 
in advance of any documented 
fact in the case itself. Th 
screen story opens with the ar 
rival of Russian officers Trigorii 
(Col. Zabotin) and Kulin (Maj 
Motinov) and Igor Gouzenko, ar 
embassy cipher clerk. From th 
moment of their arrival (shroud 
ed in mystery by the Commenta 
tor who makes the point tha 
they are greeted at the Ottaw 
airport by an embassy chauffe r 
in reality a captain in the Soviel 
Intelligence Corps) “Iron Cur 
tain” becomes a stock myster 
melodrama with all the cliches 
of a bad Hollywood spy drama 
A woman clerk at the embassy 
Baranova, is in reality a slinky 
svelte secret agent, as dictat 
Hollywood- Spy-Drama Bi J 


No. 56-A, Type IV. None of the 
‘Russian characters, as created 
‘by the screenwriter, have any 
love for Russia, no one wants to 
go back home, least of all Cipher 
Clerk Igor Gouzenko. The fol- 
lowing ,bit of dialogue recurs 
with variations throughout the 
script: 

ki GOUZENKO 

_ Anna, listen. We have our or- 
ders......We must do as we're told 
(he doesn’t dare 
finish the sentence.) 

ften ANNA 

i ‘(with sudden defiance) 

Otherwise what? The NKVD, 
the salt mines, the slave camp? 

J GOUZENKO 
bo Anna! 

‘Subtlety, in fact, is rarely in 
Petdenes in Mr. Krims’ handling 
‘of a theme which deserves deft 
treatment and a_ sure, light 
Beach. Kulin, the attaché trig- 
german, inevitably seen as a 
drunken Russian boor (he ap- 

oves of Canadian whiskey, by 
the way, much to the displeasure 
of chauvenistic fellow Russians, ) 


KULIN 

x Bea, I told you . . . look 
at me. See if you can look into 
my mind. We are defending 
Stalingrad. It is snowing and 
there is blood to wade through. 


erous patrol. No one volunteers. 
Sed fifty-one good Russians 
between the eyes ... shoot them 
The aria banc volun- 
s. I have no trouble and I 
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have more volunteers than I can ee x 
use. (He laughs) Asaman,lam — ey 
called a sadist. But, what of gov- i 


 ernments that pile dead on dead — 


' passages participated in by Can- 


“Sam Ross) Grubb and Ranev ~ 


_by the screenwriter. Naturally, | 


and justify murder as a means 
to an end. What name do you 
give them? You, you simple Rus- 
sian soul... you answer mé. 
But Gouzenko cannot answer; 
he is afraid. . fans ee 
TRIGORIN rth eas 
(Very quietly) Rivet 
You're making it very difficult. 
for me, my friend. Don't force ¥ 
me to send you back to Russia. : 
KULIN Ae 
(Laughs raucously, then says:) 
You, Gouzenko, did you hear 
that? The threat of threats . 
to be sent back to Russia. Why 
should it have such an ominous 
sound, like the ring of mourning 
bells, or the executioners’ vol- — 
ley? Why? ; 
Another dramatic incident in 
the script, a contrived situation, 
deals with a cell meeting of Can- 
adian communists as conceived 


there is a reading of Karl 
Marx’s “Das Kapital,” a repeat’ ~ 
by the way of a scene Cecil B. 
DeMille envisioned for “The 
Godless Girl,” produced in 1929. 
Over the reading of these purple — 


adian bigwigs, comes the stri- 
dent voice of Canadian M. P. 
Lorin (M. P. Fred Rose), sub- 
verting politicians, Army offi-. 
cers, scientists and citizens. | 
Then the following lines between — 
the Canadian chief (apparently 


ease : THE PROTESTANT Mar-Apr. 


(an embassy NKVD minion, ap- 
parently a narrative concoction) 
indicates the ten-twenty-thirty 
tone of the story: 

RANEV 

You must inform your mem- 
ber in Parliament as well as 
_every other friend in the govern- 
ment. They. must be on the 
watch for anything that would 
indicate this Gouzenko has given 
information to the Canadian 
_ government. 

GRUBB 
(with sudden quiet fury) 

If he has, you idiot, it’s too 
late for us to do anything about 
it. 

RANEV 

I will not have you talk to me 

like that... 
GRUBB 

Look, Comrade... 

(he says “Comrade” as if it 

were something dirty.) 

I’m telling you... get Gou- 
zenko. : 

' Canada asks for a decent ob- 
livion to this story, or rather to 
the Gouzenko story, for reasons 
éf international peace and to 
stay those who would foment ill- 
will and another war. There has 
been Canadian exhibitor protest 
about this film, and Canadian 
government protest as well as 
indicated in the following item 
in American film trade journal, 
Motion Picture Herald: 

“When two weeks ago the 
Canadian Government refused to 
permit 20th Century-Fox to 
shoot scenes within the Parlia- 
ment Building for the company’s 


id 


_tis still officially on friendly 


forthcoming ‘Iron Curtain,’ 
based on Canada’s espionage 
trials, there was some surprise. 
The reason was simple. Canada 


terms with Russia and did not — 
want to leave itself open to So- © 
viet criticism by helping make a 
film based on Soviet espionage in — 
the country. Despite this devel 
opment, 20th Century-Fox is - 
continuing shooting—but out- 
side and around the buildings.” 

It became necessary for Dr.’ 
Arthur Beauchesne, Clerk of the 
House, to ‘hold a press confer- 
ence and explain the Govern- 
ment’s position in the making of 
this motion picture. Permission — 
had been granted, it was stated 
to the press, to shoot scenes out: 
side public buildings; but per- 
mission was refused to film an 
interior shot showing a member 
of Parliament being seized by 
four constables in one of the 
upper corridors. “These 
people,” declared Dr. Beauchesne 
by way of clarification, “will 
have the same privileges as any 
other tourists,” and a spokes- 
man for Acting Prime Minister 
St. Laurent repeated this policy 
to the effect that the Hollywood 
company making “The Iron Cur 
tain’ would be accorded the 
same rights as any American 
tourist. 


But the danger in the Fox pi . 
ture is that the film not only 


are being made to reach some 
degree of understanding, but al 


so attacks by indirection the lib- 
eral and progressive movement 
in Canada and elsewhere as well. 
Liberals are represented as mis- 
guided dupes. The character 
Grubb, the villain of the piece, 
uses the following lines to sub- 
vert a Canadian scientist. 


GRUBB 


_ Exactly ...and that’s why we 
must all have it. Don’t you see? 
Then they'll dare not use it . 

| Think of it, Dr. Norman. You 
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and others like you can bring 
peace to lhe world .. . peace and 
a chance for decent people to 
build a new free world... 

And this is the same heartless, 
Machiavellian Grubb, the master 
spy. The implications about men 
who hold such lofty.ideals are 
made painfully obvious. 

But as one studio official put 
it, “We’re rushing this thing out 
while the story is still-hot; and 
before the State Department 
changes its Russian policy.” 


k History records that when power is usurped by the military, the 
“country in which this change occurs is headed for trouble. The 
United States is _ travelling this road with jet-plane velocity. 


‘ “We challenge only those forces which threaten the American 

“way of life,” cry the Trumanites. All too true, but since the Ameri- 
can way is the way of yesterday we become the would-be destroyers 
of every thought and deed pointed in the direction of that which 
will be. 


In Greece evil forces are seeking to establish a way of life “based 
pepon the will of a minority,” says Mr. Truman. Can it be that 
President Truman is supporting a Greek minority? How else ex- 
plain the steady improvement in the position of the guerillas? Sup- 
pose Russian rubles and bayonets were poured into the USA to 
suppress “Republican-led bandits?” Surely there must be an intel- 


ectual misfit in President Truman’s official family who knows that 


© build a unified Resistance. 
Scott Nearing 


Oakland, Calif. 


unilateral intervention in the affairs of a country is the best way ~ 


THE WALDEN ROUND ROBIN — 


JIM ENDICOTT— 


MISSIONARY TO THE CHRISTIANS 


By MIRIAM CHAPIN 


HE man who saves a life may 

get a Carnegie medal. The 
man who saves ten million lives, 
as James Endicott is trying to 
do, will get no medal unless in 
the shape of a dagger from 
Chiang Kai-shek. Canada is 


_ shipping arms to Chiang, muni- 


tions, material to set up a com- 
plete small arms factory, 300 
Mosquito bombers, while Chin- 
ese are to be trained as pilots in 
Canada. The person trying hard- 
est to rouse the Canadian people 
to the horror and menace of this 
course is Dr. James Endicott. 
He-is writing, speaking, telling 
everyone he can make stop and 
listen, with terrific energy and 


_ eloquence, backed up by facts de- 


rived from a lifetime in China, 
that the Kuomintang govern- 
ment is thoroughly rotten, that 
support for it can only delay the 
accomplishment of the peasant 
revolution which has been under 
way for a hundred years, and 
that the shipment of arms is 
murder. 

- Endicott was born and grew 
up in Szechuan, the son of a 
famous missionary, later a mod- 
erator of the United Church of 
Canada, which is a merger of 
non-Anglican Protestant denom- 
inations. He speaks idiomatic 
Western Mandarin. Educated in 
Canada, he returned to Szechuan 
with his Ontario born wife, and 


- 


.and his friends murdered. When 


ties.” Since he felt he could do 


their four children were born 
there. He served twenty years 
successfully as a missionary of 
the United Church. During thea 
war when it seemed as if unity 

were possible, he was for two 
years advisor to the Chiangs in~ 
the New Life Movement. He put 
his hope in the middle people, 
the ones who later made up the 
Demoeratic League, for peaceful — 
reform of the abuses he saw. 
But that hope vanished, and he — 
began to oppose Chiang at the 
same time as Marshal Feng Yu- 
hsiang, who is now in the United 
States. He had to leave China 
when the League was crushed 


he reached Canada, he said to 
his aged father, “I never 
thought I’d get out alive.” 

His father’s calm answer was, 
“Well, Jim, how’d you thi 
you’d get out any other way?” 

Certain members of his board 
asked him unofficially to resig 
from. the missionary field, be- 
cause he was “mixing in poli 


no other than go the way he was 
going, and did not wish to em- 
barass them, Endicott resigned 
The record of individual mis 
sionaries in China has often 
been magnificent; that of the 
churches has not always meas- 
ured up to their standard, pe 
haps because of the desi 


1948 
‘save position and_ property 
which they hold. 

Dr. Endicott knows the actors 
on the scene of the Chinese 
tragedy from long acquaintance. 
He has seen the starving sol- 
diers, starving because their of- 
ficers stole theix rations and 
‘their pay. He knows about the 
‘billions in investments that the 
Big Four families have salted 
away in America. Not long be- 
fore he left Shanghai, he drop- 
ped in on one of Chiang’s of- 
ficials and noticed on his desk 
one of the Communist military 
reports. “So you get those?” he 
said. 

“Sure”, answered the man, “I 
make up the generalissimo’s re- 
ports from them. His own offi- 
cers lie so I can’t tell where- 
abouts they are.” 

_ These Communist reports are 
now sent out from Hongkong. 
The British understandably an- 
noyed at the way they have been 
elbowed out of China by the new 
American imperialism, have 
been hospitable to the Red In- 
‘ormation Service. 
For a few days after Japan 
collapsed, Dr. Endicott says, the 
American State Department had 
in its hands the peaceful future 
of China, and threw it away. 
hiang would have signed any- 
thing, agreed to any compromise 
with the Communists, for he had 
no troops in position in sufficient 
umber to accept Japanese sur- 
nder, nor were his armies pre- 
ared to join battle with the 
Communist bands. But the 
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Americans, in the greatest mass 
flight in history, flew troops 
from the Southwest over the 
heads of the Communist armies 
to take over from the Japs in the 
North. Then Chiang knew he 
had only to do what he was told 
and he would be kept in power— 
grant concessions for a dozen 
bases, hand over the direction 
and training of his army, give 
American business all it asked 
of China’s markets and re- 
sources. 

Dr. Endicott reiterates what 
others, including General Mar- 
shall, have said, that no iota of 
proof has ever been given that 
the Communists get arms from 
Russia. The Shantung Red. Army 
of ten thousand men was 
armed, clothed, equipped, down 
to its last shoe-lace, from Amer- 
ican materiel taken from Kuom- 
intang soldiers who went~over 
without a fight. Every little vil- 
lage in,;Communist territory has 
its forge where hand grenades 
and land mines are made. A good 
deal of war supplies was cap- 
tured when the Japanese gave 
in, and nowadays more Ameri- 
can stuff comes by way of 
Chiang’s generals who sell it to 
anybody who will pay. Thus the 
American taxpayer serves the 
cause of peace. Meanwhile Am- 
erican officers staff Chiang’s 
headquarters, American planes 
do reconnaissance for him on 
pretext of searching for lost 
flyers, American destroyers 
blockade the northern coasts. 

The Liberal government of 
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Mackenzie King, having learned 
nothing from the results of sell- 
ing arms to Japan with which to 
- kill Canadian boys in Hongkong, 
‘is now cooperating with the 
United States by selling surplus 
munitions to Chiang. “Just a 
business transaction”, they say. 
When Dr. Endicott heard that 
_the S. S. Cliffside was sailing 
from Montreal early in Decem- 
ber, with a cargo of arms for 
China, he came from Toronto 
to speak about it. The ship sail- 
ed, though picketed by a few 
McGill students. But a few 
people had heard and had been 
impressed. When the Colima 
came into Vancouver for a simi- 
lar load, the unions took up the 
fight, longshoremen refused to 
work, boilermakers would not 
make repairs. A. lL. Mosher, 
head of the Canadian Congress 
of Labour, called off the pickets 
and said the unions must keep to 
their contracts. At last accounts, 
the Colima was still in drydock, 
but the Lake Okanagan had 
sailed with her load. In Halifax, 
officers and crew of the Island- 
side walked off her when they 
heard she was to carry arms to 
Chiang, and the head of the 
Seamen’s Union pointed out to 
the protesting Minister of Lab- 
our that they had posted the hir- 
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ing notices as required by law, 
but that nobody could compel a 
free man to sail on a ship he 
didn’t want to. However, the 
seamen finally sailed her out un-— 
der protest. q 

Canada’s aid to Chiang, given” 
with the blessing of the State 
Department, hangs in the bal- 
ance. More and more comment 
gets into newspapers and radio - 
newscasts. A government spokes-— 
man quoted in the Montreal Her- 
ald, says no more informations 
will be given out on such sail- 
ings, unless demanded in Parlia- 
ment. A CCF member from Brit- 
ish Columbia says the subject 
will be aired on the floor of the 
House. Unions are asking fo! : 
such action. People are slowly 
waking to the situation. Canada 
is so closely linked to the Unite d 
States, so under U. S. domina- 
tion, that events here have their 
repercussion in Washington. Dr. 
Endicott says that no quantity 
of munitions can now stop the 
revolution; they can only kill 
more men, women, and children. 
Only a million American sol 
diers, boys from our farms and 
factories, can ‘conquer China, 
enforce a temporary peace on a 
sullen land. Does America want 
that. Has there not been enough 
killing? > 
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WHITE ZOOLOGY 
By JOSEPH BERNSTEIN 


—Respectable professors pervert science. 


fT) ECENTLY a distinguished 
group of zoologists from all 
parts of the United States, who 
were attending a meeting in 
Pittsburgh, heard a _ lecture 
about the applications of their 
science to world peace. The 
speaker was Dr. E. Raymond 
Hall, of the University of 
Kansas, and what he had to say 
made such a profound impres- 
sion on the scientists, that they 
voted to have his address pub- 
lished in the scholarly Journal 
of Mammalogy, and to send 
copies of it to the United Na- 
tions’ representatives. 
‘But the views of Dr. Hall, 
which won such unique support, 
re so amazing, and have such 
ar-reaching implications for 
ose whose skins are not white, 


shat they deserve the most care-. 


‘ul scrutiny. For if the beliefs 

f Dr. Hall find acceptance 
among other segments of our 

pulation, the Negroes, Chi- 
nese, and Japanese of America 
ace a danger without compari- 
cm in their history. 

This biologist first states that 
ere are approximately | five 
istinct and easily defined sub- 
pecies of man, which he lists 
n the following order: 

(1) Homo sapiens sapiens, 
Jaucasian 
(2) Homo sapiens ameri- 
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canus, American Indian 

(3) Homo sapiens asiaticus, 
Mongolian 

(4) Homo 
Negro 

(5) Homo sapiens tasmania- 
mus, Australian Black 


One is immediately struck by 
two revealing aspects of this ar- 
rangement: first, not only does 
the so-called Caucasian sub- 
species, like Abou-ben-Adam, 
lead the list, but its scientific 
name is graced by an extra 
“sapiens” not possessed by the 
other subspecies. Dr. Hall, of 
course, is not so naive as to 
claim that Caucasians are twice 
as wise as any other subspecies, 
and as a matter of fact he em- 
phasizes that the differences be- 
tween the separate groups 
neither prove nor imply superi- 
ority or inferiority for any sub- 
species. 

But he goes to considerable 
pains to point out the existence 
of sharply distinct anatomical 
characteristics in the different 
subspecies of man. Thus, in a 
Point Barrow Eskimo, the bony 
opening of the nose is narrow, 
whereas in a Zulu -Negro it is 
wide; the Zulu’s hair is kinky, 
and his skin black, but the 
Eskimo’s hair is straight and 
his skin reddish or dark yellow. 
These differences must be 


Sapiens afer, 
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stressed, declares Dr. Hall, “‘be- 
cause many advocates of an in- 
ternational brotherhood of man 
give the impression that kinds 
of men cannot be so distin- 
guished.” 


Having thus established the 
profound truth that it is pos- 
sible to distinguish an Eskimo 
from a Zulu, Dr. Hall then pro- 
ceeds to demonstrate that there 
are also physiological differences 
between different ‘subspecies. He 
illustrates this as follows: “A 
Chinese who finds himself in a 
crowd of perspiring whitemen, 
or a Caucasian who finds him- 
self in a similar situation among 
Negroes, by distinctive odor 
alone can identify his compan- 
ions as of a subspecies different 
from the one to which he be- 
longs.” 

Here we must pause and ask: 
How was it possible for such 
preposterous nonsense to be ut- 
tered in the name of sciénce 
before a_ scientific audience 
without being challenged, and 
even find publication in the 
Journal of Mammalogy? That 
not a scrap of scientific evidence 
was offered in support of this 
amazifig assertion apparently 
did not disturb the learned zoo- 
logists. 

But Dr. Hall has only the 


loftiest motives in emphasizing’ 


such differences between human 
subspecies, for the zoologist, “as 
an improved basis for amicable 


relations between them, urges 


frank recognition of the dif- 
ferences, the better to make al- 
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lowances for them.” This reco 
nition, asserts Dr. Hall, will p 
mote harmony, and “harmo 
among men makes for peace.” 


And now this good zoologi 
gets to the point. “Consider, if 
you will,” he states, “the results 
of competition between closel 
allied subspecies of wild mam 
mals_when one penetrates int 
or is introduced into the range 
of another. Whether they 
mice, moles, or monkeys, ow 
and only one subspecies survives 
in a given area, because after a 
few thousand years, ordinaril} 
in a much shorter time, cross 
breeding may result in amalga 
mation, a sort of extinction 
dilution.” But more often they 
fight and kill each other off, or 
one subspecies usurps the bes 
food and shelters, so that i 
thrives and the other subspecies 
decreases and disappears. Alsc 
“when two kinds of closely re 
lated animals are thrown inte 
competition, the one native t 
the larger land mass survives.” 


If there is any doubt by thi 
time as to just what the learned 
Dr. Hall is driving at, it is al 
last frankly dispelled by the fol- 
lowing: ‘‘What, then, are the 
chances of survival of the Cau 
casians in North America i 
they permit infiltration of the 
Oriental subspecies of man fron 
the larger land mass of Asia 
The Caucasians’ chances woul 
appear poor indeed. s Looks a 


Dr. Hall. 
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“But is this competition 
2cessary?’” he inquires. “To 
vite it by permitting the im- 
igration of Orientals, and to 
ster it by granting citizenship 
1 the North American main- 
nd to Orientals seems foolish 
id violates every biological 
w, of recent and past geologi- 
il ages, that relates to the har- 
onious existence of two or 
ore subspecies of the same 
yecies.”” This can only lead to 
oodshed, violence, racial pre- 
idice, fancied superiority, and 
her evils too horrible to con- 
mplate. 
Dr. Hall then suggests a solu- 
on that is engaging as well as 
mple. Each subspecies should 
reserve itself, if necessary by 
portation of “invaders” with 
higher birth rate from an- 
her subspecies. Citizenship 
ghts should be granted to one 
tbspecies only, although inter- 
ge of scholars, educators 
usiness leaders, and other 
:presentatives may be per- 
itted. 
‘Thus, decked out with respect- 
jle scientific trappings, and 
searing the stamp of approval 
a distinguished group of 
ientists, is as frank and un- 
jashed a program of America 
bs whites only as has ever been 
mulated. It is doubtful if 
ve Ku Klux Klan could have 
ted anything better for its 
for if Dr. Hall’s pre- 
ises are correct, then it must 
seessarily follow that not only 
ntals must be denied citi- 


zenship in America and be de- 
ported, but Negroes as well. Of. 


course, Dr. Hall would reject 
with horror the very idea that 
he is motivated by personal dis- 
like of people who do not have 
white skins. He just feels that 
the world would be lots happier 
if people did not have to live 
in the same country with those 
having different anatomical 
characteristics. 


Such a perversion of biologi- 
cal science is, of course, not 
without parallel in the past. 
When Darwin first enunciated 
the principles of natural selec- 
tion, the ringing phrases of 


“struggle for existence’ and 


“survival of the fittest” were 
avidly seized by the industrial 
and political rulers. Here, they 
joyfully cried, was conclusive 
scientific proof that improving 
the lot of the impoverished and 
exploited masses would hamper 
the evolutionary progress of 
humanity. Higher wages, health 
measures, free education, better 
housing, shorter hours, child 
labor laws, and other social wel- 


fare programs could only serve | 


to debase the race by encourag- 
ing the breeding and survival of 
those inferior specimens of 
humanity who had no right to 
be alive anyway. Nature ap- 
parently did not want such 
people to survive, the prosperous 
and successful having earned 
such a right by being the “‘fit- 
test” in a competitive struggle. 


We rarely hear this doctrine 
nowadays, even from our most 
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rabid reactionaries, for the tion is made must be reprod Te 
egregious fallacy of such think- if a valid parallel is to be dray 
ing was long ago exploded by from another observation. D 
the greatest scientists. Thomas Hall, apparently, is not too co 
H. Huxley, for instance, one of cerned with this requirement. 
the leading exponents of natural It has not been reported, 
selection, declared: “No one is far as I am aware, how D 
more convinced than Iam of the Hall’s disingenuous propos 
vastness of the gulf between for fostering world harmo 
civilized man and the brutes; or were received at the UN. Bi 
is more certain that whether perhaps this is not so importa 
from them or not, he is as- and disturbing as the thougl 
suredly not of them.” One of that these beliefs did 1 
the most important lessons that emanate from a harmless cra 
every biologist has to learn early Dr. Hall holds an impo 
in his career is the danger of position in a university, and h 
generalizing from observations opinions are apparently vige 
on one or even several types of ously endorsed by many of k 
organisms to the whole of life. colleagues. Most of these scie 
It. is therefore painful to have 
to remind our zoologist from the 
University of Kansas that man z : 
iadtce. monkey: rela ametse, and colleges in this country. 
rat, or reindeer. Another basic at many classrooms are sut 
principle which is indoctrinated Notions as were expressed 

in the training of any scientist Dr. Hall-being presented to t 
is the fact that all the condi- youth of our country as # 
tions under which an observa-* pristine truth of science? 


tists are also engaged in teac 
ing biology in various scho 
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PATTERN FOR PROFIT 

The United States Navy is developing the island of Tinian | 
leasing land for large scale farming. According to the Institt 
of Ethnic Affairs, the Navy had previously impounded the sé 
ings of natives of all the trustee islands and had established wa 


and using impressed labor at the starvation wage decreed by # 
Navy. The Institute of Ethnic Affairs said, “The Navy’s act 
appears as a violation of the Charter of the United Nations anc 
violation of the trust agreement under which the United Sta 
administers the territory. The letter and spirit of the Chart 


ALLACE PLEADS FOR PEACE 
—Truman and Dewey, both champions of the new 
anti-Comintern vied with one another on St. 
Patrick’s Day, courting the favor of the Roman 
Hierarchy which has appropriated St. Patrick and 
the parades in his honor to their own political pur- 
poses. Not only did Truman make his war-mobili- 
zation speech on St. Patrick’s Day but he rubbed it 
in by speaking at a St. Patrick’s Day dinner where 
Franco’s pal, Cardinal Spellman, knocked himself 
out calling for a war in defense of something he 
nauseatingly called “God.” Here the well-known tig- 
up of the military and Wall Street with the political 
Christian church was openly exhibited for all the 

world to see. Wallace disposed of it in two sena 

tences, “There are some who-want a Holy War for 
the propagation of their faith, To them we must 
say we are against baptism with atomic bombs.” 

—The Editor 


|/ESTERDAY we heard a call for universal military training. 

' Tonight I plead the case for universal peace. . 

The grave issues of peace and war were thrown into sharp focus 

1 St. Patrick’s Day. Those issues will not be settled by name- 

ling. 

‘Three years ago Franklin Roosevelt died. And in those thirty- 

ve months the hopes of the people of the world have been under- 

ined by those who talk of war and turn their backs upon the pol- 

ies for which he worked. 

| Two years ago Winston Churchill, sponsored by the President, 

hid down the policy which has been followed ever since. One year 
o the President announced the Truman Doctrine to contain com- 

unism by using American arms to bolster corrupt and reactionary 

‘gimes a long way from home. 

Yesterday Americans were asked to give their sons to enforce 

iat Doctrine. 

| Yesterday that Doctrine was expanded to a point where it threat- 

is the life of every human being in the world, 

Why have we reached this crisis in world affairs? | 

Is there a single reason why we cannot make a peace to end the 

bid war? 


) 


euntry or that our national security is threatened from any 


had ath . 


| Is there any evidence that Russia has aggressive designs against © 


able of blotting out reason. ? 


simple facts. 
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These are the questions which: were left canewerae in the 
teria-breeding speeches of St. Patrick’s Day, 1948. a 

The sags who are ge up hate and fear traffic in a word. Th 
word is “communism.” They hope that it will provoke a host’ 
response from great masses of the people. They think that it is ca 


But you.can’t fool most of the people any of the time. We kne 
that ideas can’t be licked with guns. America’s mothers and s 
know that millions of soldiers won’t cure the social and econo 
conditions which turn many peoples of the world to Socialist’ a 
Communist parties. They rightfully believe that a draft and e 
pulsory military training are not the way to preserve bie 
home or to guarantee democracy abroad. P: 

Let us answer the questions which others have left unansw: 
as they cry for militarization of America and the world. 

First, why have we reached this crisis in world affairs? 

We have reached this state because the men who are running ¢ 
Government fear the power of the common men and women 
world over. They have recognized that the world is changing; t 
the peoples of the world are on the march. They know that fl 
people of France, Italy, Czechoslovakia—yes, and the people 4 
China and Greece, want to try a new approach. They are afraid 
this demand for change and they are standing against it. They 
using our resources, our science, our productive facilities—and_ S¢ 
they hope to use the bodies of our young men—+to stop the demas 
of the people everywhere. 

One year ago I said that President Truman was the grea’ 
salesman communism ever had.’ I repeat that charge tonight. 
has ignored the deep, underlying nature of the people’s proble 
His approach to fighting ideas is wrong, totally wrong. Ideas 
like nails; the harder you hit them on the head, the deeper they 

Fundamental land reform is long overdue in both China and It: 
The Communists recognize this situation and use it, but the 
not create it. Our Government is tacking the phrase “Russian 
gression” onto movements which are essentially the expression 
an inevitable historical trend. I don’t want to see billions of Amet 
can dollars—and what is far more important, millions of Ame 
lives—wasted because American politicians will not accept 


vate interests are dictating our foreign policy. Their ‘intereat 
profits, not people. They seek to protect and extend their fo 
investments against the democratic actions of people abroad. | 
have had the assistance of other men who do not understand | 
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sroblems of the people—either here at home or overseas. 

Some of these men pose as humanitarians as they ask for the 
ilitarization of America. They say we must militarize to fight for 
freedom. But their records do not reveal that they have led fights 
‘or a secret ballot in South Carolina, or free elections in the poll tax 
tates, or for an end to the divisive practices of segregation and 
discrimination. 

| In accusing another nation of sole responsibility for the ‘anes 
nining of the United Nations, this Administration tries to cover 
ip facts which have brought us shame and cost us friends through- 
ut the world. It was our State Department which killed the United 
ations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, which circum- 
vented the United Nations to give military aid to Greece and 
furkey, which ignored the United Nations’ Economic Commission 
n planning what it called European Recovery, and which is ignor- 
ng even today the decision of the United Nations on Palestine. We 
ave a heavy share of the responsibility for the weakening of the 
Jnited Nations. We shall have to assume that responsibility. It is 
mn the record. It can’t be wiped out. 

_ If we stand self-righteously—and stubbornly insist that the re- 
sponsibility for the world crisis rests entirely with others, we shall 
nake peace impossible. 

| It is openly proclaimed in high places that we shall, sooner or 
ater, fight the Russian people; yet no reason for such a war is 
idvanced. . 

Why should we fight Russia? 

Does anyone really believe that we are helping the growth of civil 
iavtica in Russia or Eastern Europe by threatening their govern- 
nents with our armed power and economic boycotts? Such actions 
ietually curtail civil liberties there and here. We can’t extend civil 
iberties by war and preparations for war. 

There are some who want a Holy War for the propagation of 
\eir.faith. To them we must say we are against baptism by atomic 

mbs. 

Shall we fight Russia because she offers us competition in world 
oarkets? Obviously not. The Soviet Union is in no position to com- 
rete with us for world markets. Quite the contrary. She offers us a 
treat market for our own goods, 

Pa we fight Russia because we are competing for the raw ma- 


ials of the world? We shall dissipate more raw materials in such 
war and in preparation for such a war than they are worth to 
her the United States or Russia. There is no competition for raw 
aaterials which cannot be settled by peaceful means. 

s there a single reason to militarize America—to deprive our 
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young men of freedom and throw them under the don 
Army and Navy authoritarianism? There is not. 
The attempt to make the fight for peace subversive will 
ceed. We shall seek as earnestly for the common ground f 

as others seek the reasons for conflict. 
The program to militarize America, if carried out, will i 
police state. Already men and women are paying a high | 
speak forthrightly for peace. Speech is not free when it costs 
his job. Preparations for another world war will undermine 
ican freedom just as surely as if the enemy had conquered t 
“war just ended. 
If we believe in democracy we have to support the free 
ideas here at home and everywhere in the world. The ideas of 
munists and Socialists for the solution of basic problems ¢ 
be countered with other ideas—positive ideas. They can’t be ] 
with guns or standing armies. 
It is shameful when high officials of the United States imp 

a free, democratic election in Italy is a threat to freedom. We 
counter the propaganda of others.by saying that we only beli 
democracy when the election results please us. We can’t win f1 
anywhere in the world by telling needy people that they shal 
as the Administration wants them to vote or they shall be d 
of aid. It is an exhibition of a lack of faith in the d 
process. ‘ : 


ee 


It is not our job to attack or defend actions of any othe 
as we insist that our American policies conform to Ameri 
ciples. We can’t in good conscience point our fingers at oth 
our own Government has perpetuated civil war in Greece and C 
forced major parties from the Cabinets of France and Italy, ar 
Latin-American dictators, and violated every fundamental Americe 
principle while it has used the words freedom and democracy. 

I say that our only national defense lies in a return to a: 
policy which is American in principle and practice. 


National defense cannot be founded on arms and weapons of 


The production of those weapons is profitable business. 
take the profits out of defense. The young men who are a 
give up years of their lives make no profits from defense and v 
nor should any American. : 

We must take the offensive for peace. As we fight agai 
draft and compulsory military training, we must also fight 
inate the conditions which make war and defense profitabl 
private interests. We must bring under control—strict ‘publ 
trol—the private foreign dias Geeta 7 of the Pomtushatess 
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